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Pulpit Piece from Arma Isles –All Souls Day-St John Chapter 6 :39-40 



Jesus said “and this is the will of him who sent me, that I should not lose even one of those 

he has given me, but should raise them all up on the last day.” This is indeed the will of my 

father, that all who see the son and believe in him may have eternal life, and I will raise them 

up on the last day. 

 

These souls are not recorded in the great martyrologies. They are the saints we have known 

and loved in our families and our circle of friends- the saints who taught us first of Christ! 

Those who took us to Church, helped us to grasp the essentials of the faith. They showed us 

by the example of their lives, that Jesus was their saviour. 

 

We are the better for having known them. Each day we remember them in our hearts, but All 

Soul’s Day gives us the opportunity to share their memories- perhaps not to read out their 

names in Church this year, but we rejoice with the faithful here on earth, that the faithful 

triumphant in heaven are not forgotten. 

 

We are all a year closer to reunion, and eternity is a long time to look forward to. 

It is a time for remembering, and the past is always waiting, waiting to help us in the 

recollection, to assure us that though there have been bad times, but so often with the help 

of those now in glory- we have been brought through every trial. 

 

There has also been joys- joys shared with our loved ones, so try to remember as many of 

those as we can. God, you see, has given us those memories to treasure, for his purpose 

These memories have themselves given us courage to carry on- for Christ’s sake and for their 

sake. 

 

On ‘All Soul’s Day’ this year and on other ‘All Soul’s Day’ to come, others may remember us, if 

we have given them cause. 

 

The way we live our life today has in some way been shaped by those whose memories we 

honour at this time, so they have contributed to the memories our own lives will one day 

leave. 

 

The closer we come to God, in communion with those saints, those souls, the more Christlike 

will our lives become. 

 

These souls are not dead but very much alive, they are the ones we knew. They have not 

changed into other people. The only difference is, that they are totally with God, while we 

are still on the road that leads us to heaven!! Amen. 

 



 

The Church is the only society in the world that never loses any of its members, even by 

death. – John Blanchard 

 
 

We Will Remember – 80 years on - Canon Paul Hardingham 

 

This year we’ve been remembering the Battle of Britain, described by Winston Churchill in 

August 1940 as ‘one of the decisive battles of the war... never in the field of human conflict 

was so much owed by so many to so few.’ It was a dramatic turning point in the history of the 

Second World War. The occasions for Remembrance this month will provide us times of 

gratitude for what was achieved in the darkest moments of war. 

 

However, this year we are very aware of our own struggles with the worldwide Covid-19 

pandemic. We face an unseen enemy, but the effects on our lives and society are almost as 

devastating as world war. 

 

Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also about making present past 

events, as we give thanks for all that took place. The Battle of Britain was fought by the Few 

and won in the skies over the Channel. In our battle with the virus, we can call to mind the 

victory of Jesus: ‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.’ (2 

Timothy 2:8). Jesus secured the victory of death by His cross and resurrection, so that we 

don’t need to fear death, but trust in His loving purposes for our lives. 

 

Currently we can’t see clearly what the future holds for us; it may be very different from 

what we might expect. However, we can pray for God’s will to be done and that we will play 

our part, just as each of those airmen did so many years ago. 

 

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.’ 

 

 

 



The Soldier’s Prayer 

 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve, 

I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things, 

I was given infirmity, that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy, 

I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men, 

I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God. 

I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life, 

I was given life, that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for – 

But everything that I had hoped for, 

Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered. 

I am among all men most richly blessed. 

Soldier in American Civil War 

 

Poppy Appeal 2020 

 

Look out for the Poppy Appeal again this year, but not so much via street collections. Instead, 

the Royal British Legion will focus on contactless donations, as a safer way forward during 

the pandemic. 

 

One such method will be ‘point of sale donations. This means that when you shop at your 

supermarket and reach the till or online, you may be invited to round up your total to the 

nearest pound to help the Poppy Appeal. 

 

A spokesman for the Royal British Legion said: “The Poppy Appeal 2020 is very much still 

going ahead”, but that “the safety and wellbeing of our volunteers, staff and members is 

paramount. 

 

This means that collectors who fall into the vulnerable category have been advised “not to 

take part in activity on behalf of the Poppy Appeal that would expose them to any additional 

risks while coronavirus is still present.” 

 

And yet the need is still huge: “Members of the Armed Forces Community are suffering 

significant hardship as a result of the Covid-19 outbreak and we at the Royal British Legion 

will do everything we possibly can to support them.” 

 



 

Prayer for Remembrance Time A prayer by Daphne Kitching 

 

 

Lord,    

 

You are our loving Father and we come to you for comfort.   

 

Hearts are breaking at this time, as we remember the effects of war throughout the years 

and still today. Help us Lord, to comfort those who have lost loved ones, those whose loved 

ones are in danger and those who feel bereft in any way. We know Lord, that there are many 

kinds of loss, many kinds of bereavement, many kinds of grief. 

 

Help us to be comforters and peacemakers in all our relationships. 

 

And when we feel lost and the pain seems too much to bear, help us to remember Jesus, who 

suffered and knows all about pain and loss. Help us to remember his promise that he will 

never leave us or forsake us. Thank you that whatever our situation today, he is right in the 

middle of it with us, holding us close, wiping our tears, giving us hope. 

 

Thank you, Father for Jesus, who lights our way forward. 

 

In his name, Amen. 

 

 
 

This page is taken from our Annual Accounts which will be presented to the congregation at 

our AGM on November 22nd at 3.00pm which this year will have to take place on Zoom due to 

the pandemic restrictions. If you have any questions regarding the accounts, please address 

them to Carol Masson prior to this meeting. Copies of the full accounts and other reports will 

be sent by email or some copies will be left at the back of church two weeks before the 

meeting 



SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH - DIOCESE OF BRECHIN

ST. TERNAN'S, MUCHALLS ((Charity No. SC023264)

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST 2020

Note 2019-2020 2018-2019

RECEIPTS

Congregational & Voluntary 2 9,836.00£            12,949.00£              

Special Collections 3 156.00£                344.00£                    

Investment Income 4 263.00£                167.00£                    

Rectory rental 7(d) 11,080.00£          8,900.00£                

Garden Fete 7(a) 587.00£                    

Sale of Register CD's & Baptismal Paintings7(b) 15.00£                  162.00£                    

Fundraising Events 7© 824.00£                1,974.00£                

Legacy late Dr. E Green 10,000.00£              

 Grant 7e 1,491.00£            

Total Income 23,665.00£          35,083.00£              

PAYMENTS

Quota - Provincial and Diocesan 10 3,912.00£            3,586.00£                

Cost of Ministry 10 475.00£                1,436.00£                

Church Expenses 12 184.00£                231.00£                    

Property Expenses 11 15,502.00£          12,644.00£              

Organ Repairs/organist 12 430.00£                1,040.00£                

Administrative Expenses 13 2,027.00£            1,250.00£                

Charitable Expenditure 14 365.00£                525.00£                    

Quinquinnial Inspection 15

Total expenditure 22,895.00£          20,712.00£              

Surplus/Loss for the year 770.00£                14,371.00£              

ALL FUNDS ARE UNRESTRICTED.  

STATEMENT OF BALANCES AS AT 31st AUGUST 2020    

       

       

       

 Bank and cash in hand     2019-2020   

 2018-
2019  

 Opening Balances     £          38,165   

 £          
23,794  

 Surplus for the year     £               770   

 £          
14,371  

 Closing balances     £        38,935   

 £        
38,165  

       
 Reserves        

 Bank of Scotland -General Fund     £            1,371   

 £            
1,505  

 Bank of Scotland - Community fund    £          11,114   

 £          
10,381  

 Virgin Money      £          26,450   

 £          
26,279  

       

     £     38,935   

 £     
38,165  

       
 



A Few Thoughts on Cucumbers by the Grumpy Old Man 

 

When the “Inspires “magazine announced the publication of Grosvenor Essay No. 13 did you 

dash to your computer to download it from the internet?  No? Well, perhaps the title put you 

off - “Theology of Authority in the Ministry of the Church”.  There was no indication of the 

target readership but, given that the essays are intended to look at issues facing Christianity 

in the modern world, it seemed worth looking at. After all we at St Ternan’s have been 

looking for someone to minister over us with authority for several years. So, I downloaded 

the essay and printed it off –all 69 pages of it. More like a treatise than an essay? 

 

The author(s) of the essay is the Doctrine Committee of the S.E.C.  I could probably find out 

who is on this Committee, convened by David Jasper, if I wanted to do so. I don’t want to. But 

I did wonder if they do their Committee work as unpaid volunteers like our Vestry. 

 

The introduction to the essay promised that it would stimulate an exploration of the 

challenges faced by those seeking to develop patterns of ministry required in the church of 

the future. Well, that would be good even given the caveat that the essay would be mainly 

about clergy rather than the laity. 

 

The essay starts with a quotation from the end of Matthew’s gospel where Jesus sends his 

disciples away to spread his teaching across all the world. The passage is printed in English 

and in Greek. That worried me. Clearly there would be an analysis of what the Greek really 

means. And sure enough, a few lines later there was. Not having had a classical education I 

found the next section fairly tough going. 

 

It is said that “the Greeks have a word for it”. Pneumatic sounds like it might have its origins 

in Greek. On page 15 it appears to have new meaning not known to me. I quote – “the notion 

that the apostle Paul was the true founder of Christianity, and that the communities he 

formed flourished in pneumatic anarchy akin to the narcotic dystopia of a hippie commune 

until corrupted by the emergence to power of venal and socially reactionary bishops, is 

without foundation.” And on page 17 we read, “Paul proceeds to emphasise the unity of the 

Body, within which a complementarity of pneumatic gifts are exercised by members in the 

service of the whole.” I think Paul said it more simply: “Though we are many, we are one 

Body”. As Gaels might say, “Each can bring his own peats to the fire.”  

 

By now I am determined to continue to the end of this turgid document. It has become a 

challenge. 

 

On page 24, after a lengthy and erudite discussion of what baptism (strangely not described 

as a hydraulic  gift) does and doesn’t do there appears to be an acknowledgement that infant 

baptism has failed as a means of increasing church membership and there is a hint of a 

suggestion that it might replace adult confirmation on the grounds that the latter has no 

scriptural foundation. Will we in the SEC embrace Baptist church rituals? 

On page 26 my perseverance is again rewarded when I read, “In absorbing the time and 

energy of increasing numbers of lay people, and drawing them away from life and witness in 



the world to maintenance of its own structures and routines, the Church has in many ways 

turned in on itself, and thereby arguably accelerated its own decline.” And on page 27 there 

is the stark warning that, “The reaction of the Church to decline, both in clergy numbers and 

in lay attendance, has generated a collective introversion which, unless reversed, will simply 

aggravate and perpetuate that decline.”  I think we would all agree with that. 

 

 I am now thinking that, having identified some problems, the authors will come up with some 

solutions. However, by page 28 we are back to a “sacerdotal hierarchy” and “superior 

pneumatic powers”.  But at the foot of this page another problem is identified when the 

authors say, “There is a real danger of priests in particular becoming reduced to ritual 

functionaries, whose perceived role in the community is merely the performance of archaic 

and quasi-magical acts, divorced from the religious experience and spiritual needs of 

Christians.” We have certainly seen that happen at St Ternan’s. 

 

Later they say that the distinction between minister and layman when it comes to saying a 

particular prayer may be meaningless. At this point I wonder if we might be allowed to 

reinstate the words of the last supper into our reserved sacrament service. 

 

The prospect of deregulation is further tantalisingly held out when I read that someone had 

said, “The natural conclusion to this process might be to abolish the ordained ministry 

altogether, and it needs to be acknowledged that there are Christian communities which 

exercise an effective mission to the world, complemented by pastoral care and the teaching 

and formation of their members, without the agency of an ordained or professional clergy.”  

Those of us who have attended charismatic churches where such is the case know how true 

that can be. I can recall, even in our own case of St. Ternan’s, being at very moving ‘Lord’s 

Supper’ services in Portlethen Hall in which Rita Acarnley used an Asda loaf and a bottle of 

Ribena for communion and we each took turns to give communion to each other. Could we do 

that sort of thing again without the presence of an ordained minister? 

 

I am not even halfway through the essay and am tiring. It is so turgid. The few gems quoted 

above kept me going. The section on Ordained Clergy proves very tough going. Quote - “The 

authority, in terms of the Weberian typology – bla, bla, bla---“I wish I could get to the end 

and discover what management reforms they will propose in order to liberate St Ternan’s 

from our lengthy interregnum, during which our only hope of expansion is by absorbing the 

refugees from defunct neighbouring churches. 

 

I begin to wonder if these people who constitute the Doctrine Committee are actually on 

another planet. Might they share the same establishment as the man trying to solve the 

problem of extracting sunshine from cucumbers? I suspect that it was this Committee which 

deliberated over the removal, from the Creed, of the idea that the Holy Spirit proceeds only 

from the Father and not from the Son. There seem to be so many problems to solve in 

theology. I remember how a similar, earlier Committee, according to Laurence Sterne in ‘The 

Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy’, had discussed the theology of baptising infants whilst 

still in the womb. Sterne’s practical suggestion is comical in the extreme. 



With increasing frustration, I continued to read.  Then a short way into a section on ‘The 

Episcopate’ there was a quotation from the service of consecration of bishops given not just 

in English but also in Latin. Faced with a long discussion of how God chooses bishops and 

equally long sections on Deacons and Lay Readers and Canon Law (described as widely 

misconceived) I gave up.  I would just turn to the end and see what proposals the Committee 

would make for the reform of those archaic and quasi-magical church practices. 

 

The conclusion of the essay consists however, not of a set of recommendations for reform, 

for halting the decline of the fortunes of the Church, but a passage consisting of reflections. 

These, the authors hope, will allow the church to continue its quest (sic) to understand how 

best to use the authority invested in it at its foundation. Collegiality, it is claimed, is the 

essence of this since this allows the most effective use of the complementarity of pneumatic 

gifts. I’m not sure if I agree with that. The essay ends with the statement that renewing life 

as a Church is challenged by the individualistic culture of the present day, with its emphasis 

on self-interest and self-assertion, which corrode the values and integrity of Christ’s Body. I 

think that means that no matter what talents we have, we must do what we are told and must 

all do the same.  Again, I’m not sure if that is right. I guess it depends on the management 

system. What that might consist of is presumably something some other Committee is 

discussing. They need to come up with something fast before we all die off and they are left 

with nothing to manage.  

 

Whilst many of us love the traditions of the Church it is clear that we represent an older 

generation that is comfortable with its archaic and quasi-magical rituals. How many of our 

children, our grandchildren even, baptised into the Church and brought to services regularly 

as children feel equally at home with these? Not many when you look at the average 

congregation. If they remain Christians it is not often as members of the SEC.  What is on 

offer in the SEC is obviously not to their liking. Is any Committee doing market research to 

find out what the younger generation would like in a church service? What can we learn from 

the new, less inhibited churches which are expanding? Might infant baptism be abandoned in 

favour of an adult initiation ceremony? Might communion sometimes consist of supermarket 

bread and fruit juice served cafe style by lay members? Might the social aspects of church  

membership become the primary focus for recruitment? How can the church become more 

outward-looking? Might priests spend most of their time in the community? Might bishops be 

chosen on the basis of their man-management skills?  Or might we just allow the SEC to die 

and leave it to the new churches to get on with the job of spreading the gospel?  

 

P.S. I googled pneumatic and discovered that spiritual gifts are of three types – Pneumatic 

(see Cor. 12), Donata (see Eph. 4) and Charismata (see Rom. 12). If I had trained as a 

theologian, I would have known that. Given that the essay is in the nature of a research paper 

(there are 139 named references) perhaps an Abstract in ‘language understanded by the 

people’ would have been a good idea. A Glossary would have helped too. 

 

 

Ken Tonge 

 



10th November:   Justus – leading the Church in troubled times 

 

Does this sound familiar? An Archbishop of Canterbury tries to bring unity and calm to a 

Church split down the middle over seemingly irreconcilable differences, and all the while to 

promote the Gospel to the wider non-Christian society, in the face of widespread ignorance 

and even hostility towards Christianity. 

 

This isn’t Justin Welby, though. It was Justus, a 7th century archbishop of Canterbury.  Like 

Justin Welby, he had a passion for mission – he began as one of the Roman missionaries sent 

in 601 by Pope Gregory the Great – to reinforce Augustine. Once in England, he was quickly 

put to work – becoming the first ever Bishop of Rochester, in 604. It was then that he joined 

with other church leaders to urge the Irish and British (Celtic) Christians to repair the great 

church divide of the time – to conform their customs to those of Rome. (They were largely 

ignored.) 

 

In 616 things got worse. There was a pagan reaction in Kent and Essex, and without any 

support from the pagan King Edbald, Justus and Mellitus knew it was time to get out – quick. 

They escaped to France, and the whole English mission seemed in peril. Then – an unexpected 

breakthrough occurred – the king was converted. So back came Justus, to become 

Archbishop of Canterbury in 624. Pope Boniface V had faith in his ability and courage – he 

bestowed on him both the pallium and the power to consecrate bishops in England.    

When Justus died in 627, he was buried at St Augustine’s monastery. Then, in the 11th 

century, Justus was moved to a site in Canterbury Cathedral, behind the high altar.   

 

 
 

 

 

The greatest saints have always shown the perfect combination of nearness to our Lord on 

the one hand, and a deep sense of their own unworthiness and weakness on the other. – Abbe 

de Tourville 

 

 



Lord, prop us up! 

 

There is a story of an old farmer who always prayed the same prayer at his church meeting. 

'Lord, prop us up on our leanin' side’. After hearing this many times, his minister asked him 

one day quite what he meant. 

 

The famer replied: “Well, it's like this... I’ve got an old 

barn out in one of my fields. It's been there a long time 

and gone through a lot of storms. One day a few years 

ago I noticed that it was leaning to one side a bit. So, I 

went and got some poles and propped it up on its leaning 

side, so it wouldn't fall. Then I got to thinking about how 

much I was like that old barn. I've been around a long 

time and seen plenty of storms in life. I was still 

standing, but I was also leaning a bit. So, I decided to 

ask the Lord to prop me up, too, on my leaning side. 

 

Our ‘leaning side’ is where we are weakest in ourselves. Sometimes we get to leaning toward 

anger, bitterness, bleakness in life. Then we too need to pray for God to prop us up, 

especially on that leaning side.  He wants us to stand tall and free, in Him. 

 

19th November: Hilda - Abbess of Whitby 

 

Hilda played a key role in the early English Christian church, and she may even have been the 

first to encourage the writing of Christian poetry. 

 

She was born a princess, into the Deiran (Northumbrian) dynasty, and her sister became 

Queen of the East Angles, with whom the Deiran had connections. 

 

In those days East Anglia had close ties with the Gallic Church, and because of her sister, 

Hilda came under that influence.  She was actually on her way to take her monastic vows near 

Paris when the Bishop of Lindisfarne, Aidan, called her back to Northumbria. 

 

Back home, she went into seclusion for a time, before being sent to be abbess of a religious 

house in Hartlepool in 649. 

 

Eight years later, Hilda felt moved to establish a religious community at Streasnaeshalch 

(later renamed Whitby). Her community was a royal establishment, a double monastery (both 

men and women) and became famous for its learning, with even five bishops trained there. 

Whitby was also, of course, the venue for the famous Synod of Whitby in 664. With Hilda 

acting as hostess, the Synod met to decide upon the date of Easter.  The issue at stake was 

greater than that, though, for the decision would sway the Church in Britain to adapt either 

the Celtic or Roman traditions.  Although Hilda defended the Celtic church customs, she 

accepted with grace the decision of the Synod to accept the Roman date for Easter, and she 

then worked to unite the Church throughout the land. 



 

Church online - Dr Peter Brierley 

 

Among the number of new concepts introduced to us by the coronavirus pandemic is the idea 

of ‘church online,’ both among the Christian population and those less familiar with 

‘church.’ Many ministers have commented that, while they may initially have struggled, the 

new format has worked, and has drawn in people who would not normally go to church; theirs 

or anyone else’s.   

 

One Church of England Diocese carried out a survey across its many benefices, receiving 

some 180 replies to its questions. Five-sixths, 84%, had made some kind of online provision 

for its work, with three-quarters, 76%, providing worship services. Over half did such more 

than once a week!   

 

In total, the online church respondents had almost 1,300 participants on a Sunday, but these 

were augmented by a further almost 800 who tuned in subsequently. Normally, if you aren’t 

at a church service, you’ve missed it. Not now! To have so many who followed the service 

subsequently, an increase of over three-fifths, 62%, of the original Sunday watchers, must 

say something about the usefulness of this format, popularity, and the convenience of being 

able to worship at an alternative time.   

 

Do online services ‘work’?  For many, the overall answer is positive. “Although online services 

have (a number) of limitations, people can meet with God. Two people have come to faith 

through online services,” wrote one minister. It enables the church to re-connect with those 

who have moved away, and not found another church to attend. “It’s easier for people to 

come than to walk through a church door,” said another.  

 

“We have overcome being a physically dispersed rural church. We are now a church built on a 

praying community across 30 different people praying together morning and evening,” was the 

testimony of another. Housebound people, providing they have the necessary facilities and 

technological ‘know-how,’ can also participate. 

 

Is it worth all the bother? Evidently so, as over half, 55%, of the churches aim to continue 

online services once lockdown is over. Only 7% said they wouldn’t, with the remaining 38% 

uncertain. 

 

Two-fifths of the churches, 41%, found that their numbers watching the service had 

increased over the weeks of lockdown, but this was offset by the 45% who found their 

numbers decreased. The remaining 14% said they had stayed the same. 

 

Overall, have online services been beneficial? In the technical sense, yes, as “we are more 

capable than we thought at first,” said one respondent, but spoke for many. So new technical 

skills have been learned. “Planning online is very different – it needs to be engaging and 

concise,” said one person, so teaching skills presumably need to be sharpened also. 



Faith-wise, as mentioned above, some have come to faith. Some have ‘come back’ to 

church. Many have watched for the first time. Some have watched services from other 

churches. Others, though, will have been put off by the format. “Online services are no 

substitute for a church service,” wrote one leader, and another said, “There is opportunity to 

reach wider, but more difficult to go deeper.” 

 

St Ternan’s is still holding a Zoom Morning prayer on Tuesdays, starting at 11.00am. Contact 

George Masson for further details. 

 

The SEC conducts a weekly Sunday service on YOUTUBE starting at 11.00am and also on 

Thursday at 6.30pm for Evening Prayer. 

 

 
 

 

Reflected Faith Series: Welcome to All! - Revd Dr Jo White 

 

As I write this, the majority of churches (in the UK) are holding services again in their 

church buildings or wherever they normally worship together. But things are looking 

somewhat different. 

 

In my local church you need to ring a Churchwarden to book a place to come to Sunday or 

mid-week worship. So far, no-one’s been turned down or away at the door for not booking. 

People are being told where to sit, rather than choosing their favourite spot, so the two-

metre gap is maintained. 

 

And, in most services, face masks are required. 

 

So how does all this affect our ‘worship’? 

 

There are two key elements to gathered worship for me. 

My first is that the welcome is for everyone, regardless of how they look, or dress, their 

faith or their behaviour. 

 

Many years ago, I recall being on a caravan holiday with my Primary-aged children in 

Scotland. There was to be a raft race and fun by the river, starting immediately after the 



church service, so we dressed appropriately for a messy time! I was in a fluorescent pink tee-

shirt and matching striped summer trousers (they were wow at the time!).   

Although we had never been there before and knew no-one, you would have thought we were 

royalty from the way the congregation treated us. It was wonderful.  

We’d come home.  We were family.  The Christian family. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Co-heirs with Jesus. 

 

It’s part of our job as Christians to be welcoming. There’s no one specific person or role for 

this. It’s down to all of us. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

There is little good in filling churches with people who go out exactly the same as they came 

in; the call of the Church is not to fill churches but to fill heaven. - Fr Andrew SDC 

 
 

Psalm 122 and Advent - Canon Paul Hardingham 

 

‘I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord. Our feet are 

standing in your gates, Jerusalem.’ (Psalm 122:1,2). These words from Psalm 122 inspired 

Hubert Parry’s great Coronation Anthem ‘I was Glad.’ As a Song of Ascent (Psalms 120-134), 

it was used by pilgrims going to the great festivals in Jerusalem. For the Jews this 

represented ‘coming home’ to worship at the Temple, the place of God’s presence.  

 

Our Worship of God: 

As God’s people today, we are also called to worship in praise and thanksgiving: ‘That is where 

the tribes go up – to praise the name of the Lord’ (4). Of course, currently our coming 

together in church to sing our praise to God is greatly restricted. We are a scattered rather 



than a gathered community. However, as individuals, we can still offer God the worship of our 

lives using the resource of psalms like this one. 

 

Our prayer to God: 

The psalm encourages the pilgrims to pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘Pray for the peace of 

Jerusalem: May those who love you be secure.’ (6). The peace referred to here is more than 

simply an absence of conflict. Peace speak of wholeness of life in every aspect. This must be 

our prayer as we continue to struggle with the effects of the pandemic and as we seek the 

prosperity of the wider community: ‘I will seek your prosperity’ (9). 

 

This month sees the beginning of Advent, the season when we affirm the hope of Jesus’ 

return. As we pray for peace, we know that it is fulfilled in the coming of God’s kingdom in 

Jesus. Despite living with so much uncertainty, we have the assurance of God’s future 

purposes for our lives, churches and the world.  

 

The Promise of Advent 

 

Stir up our hearts, we beseech you,  

to prepare ourselves to receive your Son. 

When He comes and knocks, may He find us not sleeping in sin, 

But awake to righteousness, 

Ceaselessly rejoicing in His love. 

May our hearts and minds be so purified, 

That we may be ready to receive His promise of eternal life. 

  

from The Gelasian Sacramentary, c.500 (oldest official prayer book of the Western Church)  

 

 

 

 

 



Why do we need Advent? - Revd Richard Bewes 

 

Many people say: “I can understand God, but I can’t see where Jesus fits into the picture.” 

 

A theologian called Athanasius, Egyptian by birth and Greek by education, gave the answer to 

your question 1600 years ago. He said: “The only system of thought into which Jesus Christ 

will fit is the one in which HE is the starting point!” 

 

Once we try to begin with our own human-based attempt at understanding God and the 

meaning of life – let alone the place that Christ occupies – we’ll be like the man who tries to 

do up his shirt buttons, beginning with the wrong button. He may hope that it will all work out, 

and that the shirt will eventually fit properly, but it never will. 

 

So, you need to begin with Christ, if you want the picture to make sense. He is right there in 

the Bible, from the start. All Creation finds both its origin and its fulfilment in Him, its 

rightful heir (Colossians 1:15-17). You will notice from Colossians 1:17 that, far from Christ 

fitting into our system, we can only ‘fit’ – and thus find coherence and meaning – in His… or 

rather, in HIM. 

 

It is through Christ alone that we can know the face of God, and His salvation in our lives. 

Jesus is fully God and fully human, Christ – the God-Man – is the perfect mediator.  By His 

saving death He has bridged the gulf between heaven and earth (Philippians 2:5-11). 

No one else will do. That was the blazing conviction of those first-century Christians.  Beside 

Christ there was no other name (Acts 4:12). Historically, Christ’s name claims supreme 

recognition in all the areas of life that matter most. It happened in the world of worship – 

where the Druids, ju-ju men, witch doctors, temple priests and the gigantic gods Mithras, 

Serapis, Diana, Jupiter and Venus were all swept away. 

 

It also happened in the world of suffering. When we put the leaders of history and of 

thought together, it is quite clear that none of them suffered as Jesus did. In Him we see 

God incarnate, living among us, loving, suffering, dying and reclaiming. This fact alone is 

enough to explain the beginning of hospitals in our world. They were never begun by a state 

department. They owe their origin to the influence of Christ and reflect His compassion. 

It happened in the world of creativity. Christ has inspired symphonies, paintings, soaring 

architectures and enduring literature. Take Christ away, and the writings of Shakespeare 

would be meaningless. Atheism, by its very nature, could never have this impact, for atheism 

has no wings. 

 

It happened in the world of eternity. The pre-Christian epitaphs say 

it all: ‘I was not, I was born, I lived, I am not, that is all’. ‘Guesswork 

is over all’, Xenophanes had written.  Into that world exploded the 

message of Christ, bodily raised from death, never to die again. 

That message alone is enough to change our view of the entire 

universe. The universe itself only fits because of Christ. 



 

Transitional Minster 

 

As you know from previous items in the newsletter, we are in discussion with the bishop, 

looking to have in the near future a transitional minister shared between St Ternan’s and St 

James’. 

 

The Bishop has put forward a Memorandum of Agreement which Vestry have discussed via a 

Zoom Meeting, both by themselves and with the Bishop.  

 

The next step in the process is the formation of a Joint Negotiating 

 

Group with membership from the 2 vestries; George & Carol Masson and I will represent St 

Ternan’s. This group will develop a profile for the ministry and formalise the funding 

arrangements with the agreement of both vestries. The first meeting will take place on 

Friday 6th November. 

 

Irene Butler 

 

Nigel Beeton writes: Five years ago, in November 2015, the Met office began the practice of 

naming storms, and the idea seems to have caught on! Apparently, you can even send 

suggestions to them now. Would you want one named after yourself?! 

 

Named Storms - By Nigel Beeton 

 

 

Deirdre, Angus, Katie, Jake 

These are names which trouble make; 

Gertrude, Doris, Caroline 

Bring us weather less than fine! 

Desmond, Erik, Imogen 

Storms are named, but only when 

Just like one named Abigail 

They bring wind and rain and hail! 

 

Barney, Clodagh, and Aileen 

What, I wonder, does it mean 

Barbara, Dylan, Eleanor 

If the choice of name is poor? 

Ali, Freya, Callum, Ciara 

Does it make things any clearer 

Jorge and Hannah, Brian too 

 

If they name one after YOU? 



 

 

 

 

War and Peace 
 

War is not a new thing 
It’s been here from the start, 
When Cain slew brother Abel 

And their lives were torn apart. 
 

Brother still fights brother 
And nations go to war, 

It seems these things will never end 
Perhaps we need to ask ‘what for?’ 

 
Man has chosen his own path 
Where might and power tell, 
But God desires a better way 

Where harmony and peace can dwell. 
 

And so a time will come at last 
When all man’s rule will cease, 
Emmanuel will come to reign, 

Our Lord and Saviour, Prince of Peace. 
 

Megan Carter 
 

 

 

 

Bishop of Brechin 

Right Rev’d Andrew Swift Tel: 01382 459 569 

 

George Masson Tel: 01569 739283 



ROTA ---- NOVEMBER  2020 
 

Date: CELEBRANT/ 
Pastoral Assistant/ 

Address 

Readers/ 
Intercessions: 

Readings: Sidesperson 
Greeter 

FLOWER
S 
(cleaning) 

01/11/20 
ALL SAINTS 

ARMA ISLES 
Russ Huddleston 
 
Address:  Arma Isles 
 

Diana Driver 
Diana Driver 
Carol Masson 
 
Muriel Hargreaves 
 

REVELATIONS 7:  9-17 
1 JOHN 3:  1-3 
MATTHEW 5:  1-12 
 
 

Eric Hargreaves 
 
John Usher 

Sheila Usher 

08/11/20 
REMEMBRANC
E 
SUNDAY 
3.00pm Service 
at Cookney 
War Memorial 

GEORGE MASSON 
Sheila Usher 

 
Address:   
George Masson 

Sue Manson 
Jan Horn 

Katy Gill 
 
Ken Tonge 

JOB 19:  21-27 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:  51-57 
JOHN 6:  37-40 
 

Jan Horn 
 
 
Colin Horn 

Muriel 
Hargreaves 

15/11/20 
PENTECOST 
24 

BISHOP ANDREW 
Irene Butler 

Carol Masson 
George Masson 
Ken Tonge 
 
Sheila Usher 

ZEPHANIAH 1:  7, 12-18 
1 THESSALONIANS 5:  1-11 
MATTHEW 25:  14-30 
 

George Masson 
 
Carol Masson 

Diana Driver 
 

22/11/20 
CHRIST THE 
KING 
A.G.M.  via 
zoom 
3pm 

JOHN USHER 
Sheila Usher 
 

Address: Ken Tonge 

Sheila Usher 
Sheila Usher 
John Usher 
 
Muriel Hargreaves 

EZEKIAL 34:  11-16, 16, 20-24 
EPHESIANS 1:  15-23 
MATTHEW 25:  31-46 
 

Eric Hargreaves 
 

George Masson 

Sue Manson 
 

29/11/20 
ADVENT 1 
ST CECELIA 

ERIC HARGREAVES 
Russ Huddleston 
 

Address:   T.B.A. 

D Driver 
Sue Manson 
George Masson 
 

Ken Tonge 
 

ISAIAH 64:  1-9 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:  3-9 
MARK 13:  24-37 
 

Irene Butler 
 
Katy Gill 

Kathleen 
Northcroft 
 

06/12/20 
ADVENT 2 

ARMA ISLES 
Irene Butler 

 
Address: 
Arma Isles 
 

John Usher 
Carol Masson 
Eric Hargreaves 
 

Sheila Usher 

ISAIAH 40:  1-11 
2 PETER 3:  8-15A 
MARK 1:  1-8 

George Masson 
 
Carol Masson 

Sheila Usher 

 


