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Pulpit piece-Candlemas February 2nd   Arma Isles 

 

The origins of observing Candlemas are lost in history. Certainly, by the sixth 

century it was well established. In the Eastern Orthodox Church, it is generally 

called ‘The Presentation of Christ in the Temple’, while western Catholics prefer the 

‘Purification of the Virgin’. 

 

Protestants have combined the titles- both taken from the Nunc Dimities, though 

across the Christian world- ‘Candlemas’ is becoming the best known. 

In many churches on Candlemas two bundles of candles will be blessed and lit. Long 

thick candles which will be used at the services for the coming year, and small 

candles held by worshippers as the Litany of Candlemas is said or sung. 

 

The winter days may still be short, cold and dark, but the candle symbolize the light 

of the World. A light that, when our wax candles are blown out, can still burn in our 

hearts for us and for others.  In the vastness of the Temple 

that day a couple stood quietly, while an old man took a child in 

his arms and blessed him. Folk would be passing backwards and 

forwards with barely a glance at the homely scene. Yet the 

little group marked a great turning point in history. 

 

Simeon, old and near the end of his life, represented and age 

that was also passing- an age when innocent animals were 

offered for the sins of the people. 

Jesus the child, with all of history behind him, as well as life to come, stand at the 

start of the new dispensation. A light of the world emerging from darkness- an 

upcoming Sacrifice-himself. Not just the sins of the Jews, but for the world. 

Today we stand in the long, long line of them who have seen and bear witness to that 

‘Light of Candlemas’- the light that was to say plainly- You too are the Light of the 

World, a benefit we should share, That Light, with others to maintain the benefit of 

Candlemas. 

 

A Prayer for Light by Alcuin of York, c. 735 – 804, was later abbot of Tours. 

 

Fountain of light, source of light, 

Hear our prayer. 

Drive away from us the shadow of sin. 

Seek us, kindly light. 

 

You, who created us in holiness, 

Who condemned our sin, 

Who redeemed us from our sin, 

Sustain us by your power. 

 

Pour your gentle light into our dull 

minds, 

Filling our heads with holy thoughts. 

Pour your glorious light into our cold 

breasts, 

Kindling holy love within our hearts. 

 

From horror, lust and fear, 

Guard us while we sleep. 

And if we cannot sleep, 

Let our eyes behold your heavenly host

 

 



How to handle temptation - Canon Paul Hardingham 

 

“I can resist everything but temptation” (Oscar Wilde). During Lent we remember Jesus’ 

experience in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11), when ‘He was led by the Spirit.. to be 

tempted by the devil.’ (1). Temptation is a test of obedience, whether we do things our way 

or God’s way. After 40 days of fasting Jesus was tired, hungry and vulnerable. Like Him, 

the Devil will attack us at our most vulnerable moments, especially during this pandemic.  

 

The first temptation was to turn stones into bread: Jesus’ ministry was not about 

meeting His own needs, but being nourished by God’s Word. ‘We do not live by bread alone 

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God’ (Deuteronomy 8:3). Like Jesus, we 

are called to make God our priority and trust Him completely. 

 

The second temptation was to put God to the test: Jumping off the Temple pinnacle 

would have been a dramatic way for Jesus to gain popularity, but this is not God’s way! ‘Do 

not put the Lord your God to the test.’ (Deuteronomy 6:16). We too need to learn this 

lesson! 

 

The third temptation was to worship Satan: Finally, the devil took Jesus to a mountain 

to offer Him worldly power. In contrast, His calling as Messiah was marked by suffering 

and honouring God. ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only’ (Deuteronomy 6:13). 

This is often our experience in living for God. 

 

Jesus stands with us in our temptations. As we claim the promises of Scripture, we will 

find strength in the power of the Spirit and the victory of the Cross. 

 

‘If you look at the world, you'll be distressed. If you look within, you'll be depressed. But 

if you look at Christ, you'll be at rest!’ (Corrie Ten Boom). 

 

 

 

Lent is a time for taking stock of oneself spiritually. It is a time for ‘walking in the 

wilderness’ in preparation for Easter.    
 
The devil wrestles with God, and the field of battle is the human heart. - Fyodor 

Dostoevski 

 

The fundamental deception of Satan is the lie that obedience can never bring happiness.  -  

RC Sproul 



 

A man who loves his wife will love her letters and her photographs because they speak to 

him of her. So, if we love the Lord Jesus, we shall love the Bible because it speaks to us of 

Him. - John R W Stott 

 

 

Love Is… Canon Paul Hardingham 

As we mark Valentines’ Day this month, it’s good to ask the question: what does real love 

look like?  

 

The Apostle Paul says: ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 

not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It 

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.’ (1 

Corinthians 13: 4-8). 

 

Love is unconditional:                                                                                                               

At heart, love is not just feelings but action! Paul talks here about unconditional love, using 

the word agape, which demonstrated in God’s love for us: ‘We love, because He first loved 

us.’ (1 John 4:19).  

 

Love is forgiving:                                                                                                                              

According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never having to say you’re sorry.’ This is 

rarely true in our experience! According to Paul, love is being ready to forgive others and 

‘keeping no record of wrongs’ (5). We can only forgive others because we know God 

forgiveness in our own lives.  

Love is sacrificial:                                                                                                                           

Paul says that agape love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and self-sacrificial, 

putting the needs of other people first. This is modelled by Jesus giving His life for us on 

the cross. Take the words from 1 Corinthians and instead of the word love, substitute your 

own name. Now substitute the word Jesus. This is the Jesus who is available to you to 

make your love for others grow and flourish. 

 

Someone once compared love being like a group of porcupines huddling together on a cold 

night. The closer they get, the more they jab and hurt each other. ‘To love at all is to be 

vulnerable.’ (C S Lewis).  

 

 
 

 

 

 



Describe what love is - paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13 

 

J R Miller (1840-1912) was considered by many to be the most gifted devotional writer of 

his generation. His book ‘In Green Pastures’ was much loved. Here is J R Miller’s 

paraphrase of the famous ‘love’ passage in 1 Corinthians 13: 

 

Love thinks no evil. It does not suspect unkindness in kindly deeds. It does not imagine an 

enemy in every friend. It does not fear insincerity in sincere professions of esteem. It 

does not impugn others’ motives nor discount their acts.   

 

On the other hand, it overlooks foibles and hides the multitude of faults that belong to 

every human being, even to those who are the holiest and the best. Love believes in the 

good that is in people and tries to think of them always at their best, not at their worst.   

 

It looks, too, at the possibilities that are in people, what they may become through divine 

love and grace, and not merely at what they now are. It is wonderful how seeing through 

love’s eyes changes the whole face of earthly life, transfiguring it. If the heart be filled 

with suspicion, distrust, and doubt of people, the world grows very ugly. But love sees 

brightness, beauty and hope everywhere. 
 

Do me a favour? :  David Pickup 

 

I just had an email from a clergyman, saying, “Hi” and asking me to do him “a favor”. I 

replied to say yes, of course. I then began to wonder why he had not said what sort of 

favour it was, and why he was asking me.  

 

I decided to telephone him and find why he had not explained. His wife answered and said: 

“Is it about the fake email?” I could tell from her tone of voice that I was not the first 

caller.  

 

This was a scam of some sort and probably the favour was to send money. The same day 

someone else in the same parish had their accounts hacked. The email addresses used were 

correct, but if had looked carefully I would have noticed he would not spell “favour” like 

that and not say “hi”.    

 

This all makes me quite cross, because these scammers are playing on church members’ 

kindness. A friend of mine also got the email and was upset that someone else was in 

trouble. We need to be aware of the risks and look out for messages of any kind which 

seem strange.  

 

Criminals target churches and pretend to send emails from people in authority such as 

clergy, churchwardens or treasurers. They prey on our credulity and charity.  

 

 

 

 

 



What should we do? 

 

If you get a telephone call or email you and you are not sure if it is genuine, use another 

form of communication to check.  

 

It is a crime, so report it to the authorities. If it is connected to a church, tell your 

diocese or governing body.  

 

The scammers must have got these addresses from somewhere. How easy would it be to 

get a list of the names and addresses of your minister, leaders and treasurer?  

 

Lastly, carry on being generous and kind. These scammers should not stop us.   

 

 
 

 

Hymns for seasoned citizens 

 

• The Old Rugged Face 

• Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up 

• It is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt 

• Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing 

• Amazing Grace, Considering My Age  

• Just a Slower Walk With Thee 

• Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by One 

• Go Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Up 

• Give Me That Old Timers' Religion  

• Blessed Insurance 

• Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, I've Forgotten Where I Parked 
 

 



Summary of Minutes of Hopes and Fears of all the Years 

 

Saturday 9th January 2021 from 10.00am - 12.00 noon 

A joint ZOOM gathering from the two congregations of St. James’ Stonehaven and 

St. Ternan’s, Muchalls 

 

Present:  Bishop Andrew, Dean Fay Lamont 

  Place of Hope: Russell McLarty, Ian Murray (Church of Scotland Ministers) 

St Ternan’s Church:  13 members  

St James’s Church:   14 members. 

In Attendance:   Elliot Scarfe (Bishop’s P. A.) 

 

Bishop Andrew welcomed everyone and introduced Place of Hope Ministers, Russell 

McLarty and Ian Murray to the group – some of whom had not met them before.  Last year 

they had conducted two meetings and been instrumental in the initial stages of looking to 

how we could move forward-to unite and sustain our churches, helping each other, 

identifying areas of concern and ways to address these points. 

 

He set out the format of the meeting – First, a résumé  by Russell of the Hopes that had 

been identified in the two meetings and where we were at this time, followed by breakout 

groups to discuss and give feedback to the larger group. 

 

There would be a coffee break, after which Ian would address ‘How will we make this work 

well’, again followed by different breakout groups giving their feedback. 

 

Russell McLarty 

He felt the initial joint meeting had been ‘cold’ and almost antagonistic, as we had 

reservations about how we could work together, and how we saw a future for us 

developing.  It had given much food for thought, and discussions in Vestry and with the 

Bishop ensued during the year he said his second meeting had been more positive, both 

Vestries wanting to break new ground and find sustainability. 

 

The next significant meeting in November was a joint co-ordinating meeting with three  

representatives from each Vestry, the Bishop and representatives of the Diocese 

analysing costing and timings - a very positive move forward and he complimented everyone 

on the progress made so far. The Hope was now beyond survival and looking at 

sustainability.  The way forward was with a Transitional Minister to support us and with 

involvement of us all. 

 

The next step today was to break into small (Zoom) groups from each church who were to 

discuss “What are the Hopes for this new Ministry for the next 3-year period?”  

 

Feedback from the groups.   

• Would like to have more people:    

• more energy in the church: sharing responsibilities      

• Attract younger folk: Alternative bible readings: mix/change services i.e., special 

services; gospel choirs, ecumenical services, New Minister could ‘market’ them - offer 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9sum%C3%A9


alternatives. 

• Looking at refreshing the services –. Offer alternatives but keep basics the same. 

Feedback essential. 

• Generating positive energy essential 

• Different age groups – different interests 

• If the minister had a family – might it attract other families (Not a prerequisite!) 

Russell knows of several single ministers who are dynamic and can/have made great 

connections.  

• Could it be made clear by a new minister within 3 months what is the plan/way forward 

• Market research would be very helpful – what do people want? It would be money well 

spent – connectivity, but there are limited resources of churches finances. Russell saw 

the burden of cost managed by the Diocese/Vestries, everyone engaging. 

• Although we would wish to keep St Ternan’s a centre of Christian worship, Russell did 

suggest we may require to consider different strategies re place of worship within the 

locality. 

Summarising, Russell felt we were energised, and positive, embarking on a discovery 

programme and shaping our aspirations. 

 

General discussion followed: 

The Zoom meeting was a good way of getting together, and we could do it more often. 

Showed a willingness to work together with new Minister, a positive attitude working with 

each other. Not imposing on us/them - To be a facilitator. 

Bishop Andrew saw a willingness to go forward by all contributors today. 

Russell reiterated we recognise a ‘willingness to take risk, recognise some will fail.’– a flaw 

within the community. 

 

Part 2  Ian Murray continued the meeting looking at how it could go forward. 

He reminded us of some of the ‘wish’ list we had intimated we would like or need to 

consider when thinking about a new minister. He also reminded us that some ideas can 

meet with resistance from the Top -Down, but if this is shared, it is more likely to 

succeed. 

‘wish list ‘Practicalities; Attitudes; Openness to change; Flexibility; Willingness. 

 

The group again broke into small (Zoom) mixed groups from each church who were to 

discuss “How will we make this work well’?” 

 

Groups feedback: - 

• The new Minister would need all the above – non-negotiable;   

• Openness - we need it too!   

• In order to grow, we both need to have trust/responsibility 

• New life/new ideas can give a boost. Let go of some things, embrace others. 

• Need to be OPEN to ideas and change. 

• Excited by new ideas. 

 

General discussion ensued: 

• Services – Keep old and introduce new – recognise the comfort aspect of the Service. 

• Accept willingness to change – tweaks can be attractive/very welcome. 



• Support from members within the Congregation – older members can be very 

supportive of younger members, not age specific. 

• Current congregation becoming tired – need more direction and support. Arma takes a 

lot of responsibility- assists in both churches. 

• Encourage imaginative connection - zoom.?  

• Children’s Ministry 

• Flexibility - to include old traditions as well as new. 

• People to be comfortable through this process 

• Arma felt that both churches had the same hope – there is someone there in three 

years. The needs and wishes of both churches expressed this. How do we get that 

person to come to us - The profile shows who and where we are... may it spike an 

interest to join us? 

• Ian reassured us our Hopes and Fears are the same throughout his contacts with other 

churches in a similar position. 

• Peter suggested good governance, structure, and support groups essential, giving quick 

feedback. it needs clarity of expectations /outcomes. 

• Irene felt being flexible and flexibility was important, merging of old traditions and 

newer ideas and be comfortable with the transition. 

• Ian identified it as shared ownership. 

• Colin identified support, rapport, and a need to trust each other. We need to jettison 

the past, look forward and go forward together. Small steps towards progress - be a 

welcoming community. 

• Diane and David wondered what happens at the end of three years. Facilitate to enable 

us to bring in more people.? The new Minister not always needed for Sunday services – 

need to get out into the community and encourage/do market research. 

• Ian proposed we consider an audit after 6 months to identify underlying issues – 

current issues and what do we need to do. 

• Ken focused on the Church – Love thy God, Love thy neighbour. Need to be more 

‘Neighbour ‘orientated. 

• David questioned the Profile –? too much History David felt outreach was most 

important- a willingness for mutual connectivity. Look towards sustainability - forward 

plan for 4rs. + 

• Irene intimated that if we don’t do this, we could be finished – closing after 3 years 

• Russell said that year 3 will be the defining concern- is it working? He advised regular 

reviews and as year 2 progressed we will know whether year 3 will define the future. 

• John asked what other forms of ministry could be considered? 

• Bishop Andrew said the proposal was for   F/T 3 yr. Minister.? Whether there could be 

extended linkages, and more Team involvement might be considered. He felt that with 

enthusiasm and energy there will be growth. 

• John wondered if the Scottish Episcopal church is open to the sharing of growth 

• Bishop Andrew said the missionary aspect is to share and embrace ecumenical ideas. 

• Richard asked if Transitional Ministries are successful’ 

• Ian stated they have to submit quarterly reports identifying what has been achieved - 

success – drawbacks - change - adaptability. 

• Bishop Andrew added we are going through a well-established process to enable a 

future for us all. 

• Russell reiterated the value of having reviews during the Transition time – an objective 



rather than a subjective review – a Place of Hope. 

• John asked if we could afford it. 

• Bishop Andrew had agreed with the financial support/report we could offer, and yes, 

we can afford it, and wouldn’t be taking it on if it wasn’t thought to be viable. 

 

Bishop Andrew gave thanks to Russell and Ian for giving their time and experience to our 

Transition meetings. He will be holding further Zoom Meetings to keep people informed. 

 

The meeting drew to a close with a prayer from the Bishop. 

The meeting closed with The Grace. 

Rhona Vassilikos 

 
 

Transistional Minister 

 

Although there has been another meeting of the JCG we are not much further on as we 

are still waiting for the formal acceptance from the Diocesan Council with regards to the 

finance package  for the Minster. However the first draft of the Joint Profile has been 

drawn up by the Bishop’s P.A. There is a further meeting  for the JCG planned for 

February 11th  

Irene Butler 

 

Chain vicars 

 

If you are unhappy with our vicar, simply have our churchwarden send a copy of this letter 

to six other churches who are also tired of their vicar. 

Then bundle up our vicar and send him to the church on the top of the list in the letter.  

Within a week you will receive 16,435 vicars and one of them should be all right! 

Have faith in this chain letter for vicars.  Do not break the chain.  One church did – and 

got their old vicar back! 

(From a Salisbury Theological College leaflet) 
 

Hope for 2021: Celebrating the now and future creation  

 

I find that watching buds swelling on trees and plants during the winter months gives me a 

tremendous sense of hope. We may all need some need extra hope for 2021, after the 

events of 2020. By the time you read this a number of us may have been fortunate enough 

to receive a COVID vaccine, but all of us will probably still be under various kinds of 

restrictions. After creation’s winter shut-down, the sight of tiny flowers poking out of 

brown earth may be more important than ever.  

 



Getting outdoors during daylight hours, enjoying green spaces and getting some fresh air 

and exercise are great ways to keep ourselves healthy at any time of year. A psychologist 

colleague wrote, “Attending to the details of nature can also inspire awe, which has been 

linked to positive mood and increased life satisfaction.” I expect it is this sense of awe 

that makes it easier for many of us to connect with God outdoors. 

 

Helping ourselves and others to thrive is a good start to 2021, but it is also vital to have 

hope for the future. The COVID-19 pandemic was caused by an animal virus jumping into 

the human population. Diseases like this are not ‘natural disasters’, but are almost certainly 

caused by environmental destruction and poor farming practices - either from greed or 

the desperation born of poverty. Part of the answer to the current crisis is for us to care 

for all of Creation, both human and everything else, with God’s help.  

 

Our ultimate hope is in God’s promise that He will bring about a new heavens and new 

earth. We can look forward to the day when Creation will be fully redeemed and liberated 

from evil. The Greek word used to describe the new creation is the same as that used to 

describe someone who becomes a Christian, whose humanity is restored and renewed. 

There will be continuity between the old and new earth as it is cleansed and purified, 

surpassing and perfecting what has gone before. There will also be some discontinuity, as 

there will be no more suffering or death.  

 

So, one source of hope for 2021 is that we can enjoy both caring for and meeting God in 

Creation. But the parts of Creation that we find most beautiful, giving us a sense of awe 

and helping us to worship, are also a reminder that there is something much better to 

come. 

 

By Ruth Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director, The Faraday Institute for Science and 

Religion, Cambridge  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. And your 

best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God's grace. – Jerry Bridges 

 

 

 



This is the address that Ken Tonge would have given on January 31st 2021 if the 

church had been open for worship 

 

The readings are:  DEUTERONOMY 18:  15-20 
   1 CORINTHIANS   8:  1-13 

   MARK 1:   21-28 

 

Good Morning. 

 

Sadly, due to the church lock-down at Christmas you were unable to get the message that 

I had prepared to give from the pulpit on Christmas morning. Well, it has happened again. 

You may have read the intended Christmas talk in the Newsletter instead of hearing me 

giving out in a bit of a rant about some of the changes I would like to see made in some of 

our services – changes that I believe would open up the church to a new sort of 

congregation – younger and less willing to accept dogmas that are of no importance when it 

comes to moral behaviour and which in fact can be highly contentious and divisive in the 

hands of theologians.  

 

It was as though I had anticipated today’s Bible readings. 

 

In the first reading, from Deuteronomy, we have Moses telling the Israelites that they 

must obey a prophet who has direct communication links with the Lord. And if they don’t 

obey, they will be punished. That sounds like he was advocating some sort of authoritarian 

theocracy – the sort of thing we are told exists in Islamic states today. It takes some 

nerve to speak out in such a society. 

 

In the passage from Mark’s Gospel, we hear how Jesus speaks out in the synagogue – 

suggesting an alternative interpretation of the law and he was so authoritative that the 

opposition was silenced. 

 

In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he addresses a perceived problem to do with the use of 

left-overs from idol worship. He doesn’t see it as a moral issue since the idols are just 

material objects.  

 

I like these readings because between them they convey the idea that authority is there 

to be challenged on matters which do not involve moral decision making. 

 

And THAT was the point of my Christmas address. I expressed my desire to have services 

and associated social activities that concentrated on Jesus’ two great commandments – to 

Love God and to Love Our Neighbour. More Christianity and less Churchianity. 

 

The aim of the church’s activities would be to show how following Jesus can help us to live 

more moral lives, happier lives – lives that show a love of God’s creation and lives that 

bring peace to ourselves and peace to our world.  

 



Achieving these aims requires us to make moral decisions and these can often be very 

difficult – there may be conflicts of interest – how to do the least hurt rather than the 

greatest good - we may have to decide whether tell white lies or be economical with the 

truth – such dilemmas may require lengthy periods of prayer and contemplation – 

consultations with the invisible spirit. And we don’t always get it right. I once asked you if 

any of you had heard God speak directly to you. The answer was a unanimous “no”. So, the 

question arises – Did Moses and Co. actually hear a real voice? Or did they simply think 

they heard it? Were they simply doing what we all do – mull things over, meditate, pray for 

inspiration, perhaps consult with partners or friends and then use our own judgement? 

When faced with moral dilemmas and struggling to find an answer the question we often 

ask ourselves is “What would Jesus do?” and that is a very good question. 

 

But, is it the right question? I say that because, by implication, the full question is, “What 

would Jesus do - if he were here?”  

 

But Jesus IS here. He is here right now. He is here among us – in us – He is here in spirit – 

that Holy Spirit that allows us to do difficult things – things like saying we are sorry and 

making amends – what the church calls repentance.  

 

So, the question is not WOULD Jesus do, but what WILL Jesus do. And he will do it 

through us, through you and me. We are Christ’s body here on earth. 

The onus is on us to be like Jesus.  

 

And we have his two commandments to guide us. Does our solution to whatever problem we 

face show? 

 

love for God – and that means respecting what God has created - and does it show love for 

our neighbour - and that means everybody that we have contact with. Each of us here, 

each member of our family, our neighbours in our street, in our village, and all who are 

suffering because nature is indiscriminate - the widows, the orphans, the hungry, the lame, 

the poverty stricken, the sick, the mentally distressed, the addicted. And no questions 

asked.  

 

It made no difference to Jesus whether you were a Jew, a Roman or a Samaritan. If you 

needed help, he would help you. And we must do likewise. Don’t ask how they got there - 

the Moslem, the Hindu, the unmarried mother, the man busking on the street corner, the 

lady selling big issues. Wherever there is a need, where Jesus would lend a healing hand – 

Jesus WILL lend a healing hand, WE will lend a healing hand.  

 

So, if you made New Year resolutions and have broken them already why not start again 

and just make one resolution – to be more like Jesus. 

AMEN 

 

 

 

 

 



The ages of life 

 

Old Age 

On the outside: why so faded, 

Colours chipped and hair awry? 

Ageing’s price has been exacted, 

Hope extinguished, love gone by. 

 

Middle Age 

Halfway there with lines appearing, 

Self-help books are piling high. 

Dreams still beckon; future yearning,  

Life has not yet passed me by. 

 

Adolescence 

Teenage daring, risk unflinching; 

Health and vigour promise more 

Every passion lurks, so tempting 

All sensations to the fore. 

 

Childhood 

Child amazement, world untested; 

Safely kept in others’ care. 

Now emerging, trusting, fearless 

Stain-free soul to taste the air. 

 

Moral 

Cast off now your stubborn pride. 

Liberate the child inside. 

(See Matthew 18:3) 

 

By John Barton 

 

 

Lent is a time for spiritual self-examination -Have you done something which haunts 

you? 

 

Do you ever worry that your past failings mean that God will not accept you now?   Some of 

us have done many things which we regret, things that have caused us, or others, great 

pain.  

 

We’ve given our children short shrift, we’ve betrayed our marriage partners, we’ve been 

dishonest at work, we’ve been ruthlessly greedy and ambitious, no matter what the cost to 

anyone else. And now the memory of the wrong we’ve done lingers and makes us ashamed. 

Our past failings make us very reluctant to turn to God. Why should He forgive the 

damage we have done? 



If you think this way, then you have a big surprise waiting for you: God isn’t like that.  You 

haven’t yet encountered His GRACE. God knows all about you, and most of all He knows you 

need His help. Jesus said that He came into the world to reach sinners, to help anyone who 

turns to Him in true repentance to find forgiveness, and a new start.  

 

You can’t do anything to turn yourself into a good person. But you don’t have to. All that 

God asks of you is that you turn to Jesus in prayer, and say you are sorry, and ask Him to 

forgive you, and to put His Spirit within you. Then you find His GRACE – which means His 

loving-kindness, beginning in YOUR life. Just try it.  

 

Today let God begin to set you free from the past! 

 

It’s all in the spelling... 

 

G  -  God 

R  -  Ran 

A  -  Alongside 

C  -  Carrying 

E  -  Everything 

 

 

Miscellaneous observations on modern life 

 

As any member of a church committee will tell you, after all is said and done, there’s a lot 

more said than done. 

 

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of natural causes. 

 

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything. 

 

Good judgment comes from bad experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment. 

 

A closed mouth gathers no foot. 

 

‘Most cars on our roads have only one occupant, usually the driver.’ (BBC reporter)  

 

I really don't mind getting older, but my body is taking it badly. 

 

I thought getting old would take longer. 

 

Cleaning is just putting stuff in less obvious places. 

 

If I wanted to hear the pitter-patter of little feet, I'd put shoes on my cat 

 

 



 

 

Truth Encounter 
(Luke 4:1-14, John 17:17, James 4:7) 

 
Led by the Spirit 

And tempted by the devil 
He wandered in the wilderness, 

Hungry 
And focussed on God, 

And the truth and power of His Word. 
Truth and power enough 

To resist His enemy and ours. 
To go on - armed with the Spirit - 

To give His life, 
To give us life. 

 
A lesson in tactics then: 

Know the truth, 
Submit to God, 
Resist the devil 

And our wildernesses will blossom. 
We will bear fruit, 

Fruit to be known by 
As His. 

 
By Daphne Kitching 

 
 

Bishop of Brechin 

Right Rev’d Andrew Swift Tel: 01382 459 569 

 

George Masson Tel: 01569 739283 

 



ROTA ---- FEBRUARY   2021 
 

Date: CELEBRANT/ 
Pastoral Assistant/ 

Address 

Readers/ 
Intercessions: 

Readings: Sidesperson * 
Greeter 

FLOWERS * 
(cleaning) 

O7/02/2021 
Sexagesima 
5TH Sunday after      
Epiphany 

ARMA ISLES 
Irene Butler 
  
Address: Arma Isles 

Ken Tonge 
George Masson 
Dee Foulds 
Muriel Hargreaves 
 

ISAIAH 40:  21-31 
1 CORINTHIANS 9:  16-23 
MARK 1:  29-39 

Eric Hargreaves 
 
John Usher 
 
 

Diana Driver 

14/02/21 
Sunday before 

Lent 
Quinquagesima 

RUSS HUDDLESTON 
Sheila Usher 
 
Address: Russ 
Huddleston 

Steven Coull 
Katy Gill 
Sue Manson 
Ken Tonge 

2 KINGS 2:  1-12 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:  3-6 
MARK 9:  2-9 

George Masson 
 
 
Muriel 
Hargreaves 
 
 

Sheila Usher 
 

17/02/21 
Ash Wednesday 

Service likely to be 
cancelled due to 
Coronavirus 
restrictions. 

 ISAIAH 58:  1-12 
2 CORINTHIANS 5: 20B-
6:10 
MATTHEW 6:  1-6, 16-21 

  

  21/02/21 
First Sunday of 
Lent 

GEORGE MASSON 
Irene Butler 
 
Address:  George 
Masson 

Diana Driver 
Ken Tonge 
Carol Masson 
Sheila Usher 

GENESIS 9:  8-17 
1ST PETER 3:  18-22 
MARK:  1:  9-15 

Eric Hargreaves 
 
Katy Gill 
 

Sue Manson 
(NO FLOWERS) 
 

28/02/21 
2nd Sunday of 

Lent 

JOHN USHER 
Sheila Usher 
 
Address:  David 
Platt 

Sheila Usher 
John Usher 
Sheila Usher 
Muriel Hargreaves 
  

GENESIS 17:  1-7, 15-16 
ROMANS 4: 13-25 
MARK 8:  31-38 

Irene Butler 
 
Carl Nelson 
 
 

Muriel 
Hargreaves 
(NO FLOWERS) 

07/03/21 
3rd Sunday of 

Lent 

ARMA ISLES 
Russ Huddleston 
 
Address: Arma Isles 

Steven Coull 
George Masson 
Dee Founds 
Ken Tonge 
 

EXODUS 20:  1-17 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:  18-25 
JOHN 2:  13-22 

George Masson 
 
Carol Masson 

Rhona 
Vassilikos 
(NO FLOWERS) 

 
*The Sidesperson and cleaning Rota have been included in case we are allowed to reopen the church for 
worship during February 

 


