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Pulpit Piece -Arma Isles 

 
It is that time of the year again. Flowers in the garden are almost past their best. Leaves are 

beginning to change colour and it seems the farmers around here have been making the most 
of the mainly good weather and have been really busy harvesting the crops in the surrounding 
fields. Harvest time again 

 
What does St Paul say to the people of Corinth? He writes in chapter 9 of Second Corinthians 

verse 6-12 
“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. Each must do as he has made up his mind, for God is able to provide you with 

every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may 
provide in abundance for every good work. As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the 

poor.” 
 
Thanking God for the harvest is a tradition which reaches right back to the beginning of 

agricultural history. In those days nature was completely unpredictable, and farmers had no 
means to preserve the produce of the good harvest to eat in leaner years. 
 

When the harvest was in, the first priority was to provide seed for sowing next year, and food 
for the whole family until next harvest time. Any surplus was sold in the market to provide 

money for education, house repairs and clothes etc. 
 
These things though not luxuries were things which people had to do without in leaner years! 

We should thank God that our life today is, in many ways better than theirs was. 
 

But in our prayers, we should remember those who work hard so that others may be fed. Those 
who grow the harvest of the land. The fishermen who harvest the seas in sometimes difficult 
weather. We must give thanks for those who process the food also those who transport food to 

the supermarkets. 
 
At this time, we should always be clear that there are some areas of the world where food is 

not as plentiful and pray for the continued efforts of aid agencies who strive to bring relief to 
those in need. 

 
We have much to be thankful for this harvest time and not forget the message of St Paul when 
he said, “He scatters abroad he gives to the poor.” 

 
“With every deed you are sowing a seed, though you 

may not see it.” Ella Wheeler Wilcox 
 
 “Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap but by 

the seeds that you plant.” Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

“Don’t give up. Keep trying to do good. In time, you’ll 
reap a harvest.” Anonymous 
 

 “Those who plant blessings shall also harvest blessings.” 
Anonymous 
 

 “Plant smiles. Grow laughter. Harvest love.” Anonymous 

“We must give more in order to get more. It is the generous giving of ourselves that produces the 
generous harvest.” Orison Swett Marden 

https://www.awakenthegreatnesswithin.com/35-florence-scovel-shinn-affirmations-for-prosperity-success/
https://www.awakenthegreatnesswithin.com/25-inspirational-quotes-on-blessings/


 St Luke – the doctor who brought good news - Canon Paul Hardingham 

 
This month we remember St Luke (18th October), the author of the third gospel and the Book of 

Acts. Throughout his writing Luke makes clear that the good news of salvation is available to all 
people regardless of their gender, social position, or nationality. It is believed that Luke was a 

doctor, and he certainly sees the importance of healing in the ministry of Jesus and the Church. 
The signs of the presence of God’s kingdom include the healing of sickness, hurts, as well as 
unforgiveness.  

 
This is evident when Jesus sends out the 72 disciples in Luke 10, a reading for St Luke’s Day: 
 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field…When you enter a town and are welcomed eat what is 
set before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’’ 
(Luke 10:2,8). What challenges do we find in these verses? 
 

Firstly Luke, as a Gentile (a non-Jew) recognises the revolutionary way outsiders are 
welcomed into the faith community, e.g., Zacchaeus (Luke 19) and Cornelius (Acts 10). How 

can we engage with those who are outside the community of faith? We have to avoid the 
tendency to regard ourselves as insiders! As we reach out to those who are ready to welcome 
the gospel, we have an opportunity to share good news and healing in the name of Jesus. 

Secondly, as an Evangelist, Luke wants us to share the love of Jesus with all those we 
encounter. However, as these verses indicate, this has got to be rooted in prayer, if we are 

going to be led by God in our response to others. ‘Mission is seeing what God is doing and 
joining in’ (Rowan Williams). 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
To the Son 
 

Most gracious Son, may your teaching dispel the darkness of ignorance in our mind, and may 

your commands be beacons of light showing us the path to peace.  And as we walk on that 

path, may we find your footprints on the ground, that we may place our own feet where you 

have trodden.  We believe that you will strengthen our limbs when they grow weary, and raise 

our spirits when they become heavy, because nothing gives you greater pleasure than watching 

us follow the way of salvation.  We pray that you will always be our friend and our guide, and 

so bring us to your Father’s heavenly kingdom. 

 
A Prayer of Erasmus, 1469–1536 - most renowned scholar of his age. 
 
 



 
 
Harvest time for YOU 

 
Sometimes a law of nature is very similar to a law of the spirit. Take the whole business of 
harvest, or ‘sowing and reaping’. The Bible tells us: “A farmer who plants just a few seeds will 

get only a small crop, but if he plants much, he will reap much.” (2 Cor 9:6) 
 

The most sensitive nerve on our body is the one that runs to our cheque book! Money 
represents our time, our security, and our hard work. It gives us independence and power. So, 
when God begins to talk to us about giving more of our money to Him – sowing it in His service 

– we can feel very alarmed.     
 

The seed a farmer sows in a field may sometimes be lost, but not the seed that we give to God.  
What we sow with regards to our time, gifts and money in service to others God will make sure 
we one day reap – in a harvest of spiritual riches that we can never lose.  

 
 
The Parable of the Sower- Canon Paul Hardingham 

 
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20). It’s the story of a farmer 

who sowed his seed in different type of soils. These represent the different responses of the 
heart to God’s Word (v15-20): 
 

1) The hard heart: ‘like seed along the path…as soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes 
away the word that was sown in them.’ (15). Some people, when they hear the message, 

get distracted e.g., social media, work or relationships. Personal priorities prevent them 
from hearing God. 

 

2) The shallow heart: ‘like seed sown on rocky places…since they have no root, they last only a 
short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.’ 
(16,17). These are the people whose heart isn’t open to the message. When things become 

uncomfortable or discouraging, they are ready to quit.  
 

3) The crowded heart: ‘like seed sown among thorns…but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, 
making it unfruitful.’ (18,19). This soil is most relevant for us today. People crave status, 

comfort, security and personal desires alongside the things of God. It’s a heart that is 
worried about life getting out of control!  

 
4) The open heart: ‘like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop 

– some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.’ (20).                      This 

represents the open heart that listens and accepts Jesus’s word and is ready to follow Him 
however difficult things become.  

 
What kind of soil is our heart? Are we hard, shallow, crowded or open? Do we have a heart of 
faith to follow Jesus in every aspect of our lives? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 

St Ternan’s Harvest Festival Service 
 

This will be held on Sunday 3rd October at our 10.30am service. Donations of non-perishable 
foodstuffs will be sent to the Larder at Portlethen which is Community Larder based in 
Portlethen, available for all in the surrounding areas such as Newtonhill, Marywell & Muchalls. 

Everyone is welcome and it is a community run group. 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transitional Ministry in the Scottish Episcopal Church- Bishop Andrew Swift 

What is this? Long standing American & Church of Scotland approach to help churches find 

their future.  Being developed and rolled out throughout the SEC. 

Helping churches who have:  

vacant – no priest – so an opportunity to try it out 

need to share the cost of paying for a priest by themselves 

uncertainty about their future or troubled/hard end of a ministry 

 

Churches work in partnership with the diocese—supported by Diocesan Officers and sometimes 

financially helped. 

Plan:   

• Appoint a shared full-time priest for a fixed term (up to three years, extendable) to: 

• Look after the charges as incumbent—either two charges, or a charge and other diocesan 

duties 

• Produce firm/agreed proposals for long term future of charges, by exploring the following 

focus areas: 

• Heritage: Congregational reviews of ministry and charge life: what has been good 

and flourished, what has been hard? 

• Mission: review of opportunities both in the local contexts: e.g., schools, residential 

homes, partners, online forms of church (post Covid)   

• Connections: geographical, religious, ecumenical partnerships that can be deepened 

and developed 

• Leadership: Defining and designing a sustainable ministry team and how this team 

can be led and operate within the SEC framework of authorised and licensed 

ministries.  

• Future: the work to create a context (human and financial) to recruit minister(s) to 

lead this ministry  

The Priest has special skills/training – training is already available and will be given if they 

are not already qualified.  We have four priests already in the Diocese undergoing this 

training. 



What you would see: 

The priest would spend 50% of their time for each church.  This is weekday time, pastoral 

work, Sundays etc.  The other Sundays would be covered by Lay Readers, other clergy in the 

Diocese or trained Lay Team members (a course available for that as well). 

There would also be sessions and work with the congregation and the vestry to work on the 

Focus Areas above as the Transitional Work. 

At the end of the project, the Transitional Minister may move on and an incumbent appointed. 

Or the Transitional Minister might wish to change role and become the next incumbent. Either 

is possible. 

 

St Ternan’s/St James’s Transitional Minister 

We are hoping that Rev’d Mary Jepp will be licensed as Priest-in-Charge at St Ternan’s and St 
James’s on Saturday 13th November. Two services will be held on that day- one in each church. 
The time of the service at St Ternan’s has still to be decided 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Female clergy - Dr Peter Brierley 
                 

In 1992 the Church of England voted to allow the ordination of women.  Since 2014 they have 
also been able to become Bishops. The percentage of female clergy across all denominations in 
the UK in 1992, the first year it was counted, was 7% (of which 5% was Church of England).   

By the year 2000 it was 10% for all denominations, by 2008 19%, by 2016 21% and in 2019, 
the latest year available, it is 24% (but 29% for Church of England and 23% for their senior 
clergy). 

 
The Salvation Army has the largest proportion of female officers - an estimated 49% in 

2020. The United Reformed Church has also had a high percentage – 36% in 2020.  
Likewise in 2020, the Methodist Church of Great Britain had 36%, and the Church of Scotland 
had 28%. In 2020 the Baptists had 15%, New Churches (especially Vineyard, New frontiers and 

Pioneer) 16%, and Pentecostals 15%.  The Roman Catholics and the Orthodox have no women 
priests at all.   

 
How do these percentages compare with female leadership generally?  
Globally there are 21 women serving as the head of state or government 

in 193 countries, which is 11%. In the UK, of the top FTSE 100 
companies only 5% of the CEOs are women.  Of the MPs returned in the 
2019 general election, 34% were women.  In the UK regular Armed 

Forces, 11% are women.  
One can always make other comparisons, but by these few examples, the 

percentage of female ministers is at least comparable to, if not better 
than, other sections of British society. 
 



Smile Lines 

 
Here are some more real-life extracts from church bulletins and notices that didn’t come out 

quite in the way intended! 
 

❖ The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb entertainment, and gracious 

hostility. 

 

❖ Harvest Supper Friday at 6pm. Prayer and medication to follow. 

 

❖ The Men’s group will meet at 6pm. Steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, wine and 
dessert will be served for a nominal feel. 
 

❖ Jumble sale: The ladies of our church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be 
seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
 

❖ Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm. Please use the back door. 
 

❖ For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
 

❖ At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be ‘What is Hell?’ Come early and 

listen to our choir practice. 
 
 
Here is a poem with a sad ring to it… 
 
Sorry, Lord, I just couldn’t make it 
 
The bells ring out on Sunday morn, 
O did you hear their call? 
They call the faithful ones to prayer 
To Church they summon all. 
 
But Lord, I cannot come today, 
I live a busy life, 
Still, when there’s something special on 
I’ll try and send the wife. 
 
It poured with rain last Sunday 
An inch or two, I bet. 
You surely can’t expect me then – 
I’d get my new suit wet. 
 
Today the sky is blue and clear, 
but the car’s as black as ink. 
And if I do not clean it soon, 
What will the neighbours think? 

You know I do my bit, dear Lord 
I have a golden rule, 
I sometimes send my kids along 
To be at Sunday school. 
 
But I really couldn’t come as well,  
There’s grass to mow, and beds to weed 
Shelves to fix, a dog to walk, and  
Sunday newspapers to read. 
 
And now this day has ended, Lord 
How fast the weekends go! 
I ask for faith and strength this week 
For I feel (spiritually) quite low. 
 
Inflame, O Lord, my feeble faith 
My lamp burns rather dim, 
For God depends on me, of course, 
And I depend on Him. 

 
Author unknown 
 
 

 
 



On Grumpiness by Ken Tonge 

 
I am coming to the conclusion that my grumpiness is an incurable disease. Try as much 

as I can, I cannot avoid becoming hypercritical, becoming incensed at finding flaws, 
innocently introduced, in what are intended to be constructive discussions; seeing 

specks in the eyes of others and failing to see the plank in my own eye. 
 
Let me give you an example. In the Autumn-Winter edition of New Daylight (a booklet 

of daily Bible readings and commentaries) the Editor wrote about a fruit sharing scheme 
which enabled her community to display the Christian virtues of hospitality and respect 

for God’s creation. She wrote of enjoying the smell of simmering apples. And she 
explained how she would later add brambles and freeze the mixture, to be enjoyed 

during the winter. 
 
For some reason, on reading this, my brain turned into grumpy mode. Freezing them!  I 

mentally constructed a letter to the editor. “Dear Madam, Do you not realize the 
damage that has been caused to the hole in the ozone layer through the use of 

refrigerants? “I determined to look up the bit in Ecclesiastes about everything in its 
season – to quote it Chapter and Verse. 

 
I didn’t write the letter because, like most households, I possess a freezer. And, at all 
seasons, you will find in it plums and rhubarb and other non-seasonal produce. 

Hypercritical man becomes hypocritical man. 
 

The thought that should have come into my mind, as I was reading, was that fruit-
sharing is such a good idea. And I should have asked myself the question – How can I 
help MY neighbours?  Well, I got there in the end but it’s a convoluted process and 

doesn’t come naturally. Which brings me to thinking about how the Holy Spirit works in 
us. But that’s another story. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



PARAPROSDOKIANS...  

 
(Winston Churchill loved them) are figures of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or 

phrase is surprising or unexpected; frequently humorous.  
 
Do you have one? Please let us know 

 
1. Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 
2. The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it's still on my list. 
3. Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
4. If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 
5. We never really grow up; we only learn how to act in public. 
6. War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
7. They begin the evening news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't. 
8. To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 
9. Buses stop in bus stations. Trains stop in train stations. On my desk is a workstation. 
10. I thought I wanted a career. Turns out I just wanted the pay cheques. 

 
 
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a wood engraving of The 
Feast of Tabernacles, one of several ‘Illustrations of Jewish Customs’ by Simeon Solomon.  
  

 
 
 
'Spread over us the tabernacle of your peace, O God'  
 

For nine days at the end of September Jewish families will have gathered to celebrate the 
festival of Tabernacles. It is always a happy season as adults and children alike join for their 
Harvest feast. Many churches will be having their own Harvest Thanksgivings at the beginning 

of this month. We know this was a custom revived by Parson Hawker in the Victorian period, 
but its roots lie in that Jewish feast which Jesus Himself knew and celebrated. 

Each family erects a tabernacle or tent in the garden or back yard. They will have their meals 
and spend time there, relaxing with one another. The roof of each tabernacle might have 
branches of trees covering it, hung with fruits and fragrant flowers. The children decorate the 

tent with drawings and pictures.  
 



Because it is only a temporary building for that time of the year, and because the roof is fragile, 

it is a reminder of the journeying of the Israelites in the wilderness when their safety rested on 
the goodness of God. It was God who watched over the people then. It is God who watches 

over them now and watches over the earth, so that it is fruitful, providing food for their health 
and happiness. 
 

This feast is the subject of this month's picture by Simeon Solomon. He was a Jewish artist, 
born in London in 1840 into a family of artists. He made his own reputation through meeting 

the Pre-Raphaelites and the poet, Swinburne. Solomon was a colourful character of that period, 
whose life sadly ended in poverty and alcoholism. But this wood engraving was made early on 
in his life in 1866. It is part of a series illustrating Jewish customs, which Solomon provided for 

'Leisure Hour.' 
 

We see an elderly person on the left making his way into the tent, and at the other side a 
mother leading her children. The walls outside are adorned with palm branches and inside the 
tent a feast of fruits and food await them. The young boy seems hesitant, wondering what he 

will find and clinging to the hand of his mother. But all is well, for inside other members of the 
family are there to welcome them. 
 

Solomon conveys the domesticity of this feast, and the young boy outside reminds us that 
Jesus Himself would have celebrated this feast with Mary and Joseph. They would also have 

gone up to Jerusalem to join the thousands of pilgrims there, as Jesus was to do later in His 
adult ministry. Each pilgrim would carry a branch of myrtle, palm and willow in one hand and a 
citrus fruit in the other, symbols of the fruits of the promised land. The air would be full of 

hosannas and praises to God. 
 

Like the Jewish families at the Feast of Tabernacles, we shall gather for our Harvest 
Thanksgivings. Like them, we shall thank God for His faithful goodness in the past. Like them, 
we shall look ahead to the coming of God's kingdom, where God who feeds us now in food and 

drink will nourish us eternally. Like them, we shall proclaim, 'O taste and see how gracious the 
Lord is: blessed is the one who trusts in Him.' 

 
 
Bible Sunday – 24th October 
 
This special Sunday in the church’s calendar is an opportunity to stop and consider the 

enormous blessing that the Bible has brought to people down the centuries. Without it, we 
would know nothing about God our Father, Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit. It is God-breathed – 

full of His love and guidance to us.  World history would have been radically different without it.   
 
How to read the Bible 

 
Reading the Bible is much easier if you follow some simple steps and get prepared. And, as you 
delve into it, you might find that you are more familiar with the Bible than you expected: it 

crops up in everything from Shakespeare to Hollywood movies; it’s inspired musicians, historical 
figures down the centuries, and campaigners. 

 
The Bible is complex. It’s not one book but a collection of 66 books, split into two sections: the 
Old Testament and the New Testament. Each one of these books are divided into chapters and 

verses. People often find it easier to begin at the opening of the New Testament, which starts 
about three-quarters of the way through. 



 

The New Testament begins with four accounts of the life of Jesus Christ, the founder of 
Christianity, known as the Son of God. These accounts are known as the gospels. They include 

eye-witness reports of what happened. Matthew and John were among Jesus’ 12 closest 
followers. Here you can read about what Jesus did and said – His profound teaching, how He 
healed people of sickness and how He challenged the authorities. The Gospels also tell us about 

His death by crucifixion and how He came back to life and then returned to heaven. 
 

The first Gospel, Matthew, opens with the story of Jesus’ birth (the event which is celebrated at 
Christmas) and then jumps forward 30 years to when Jesus began travelling around what is 
now Israel and the Palestinian territories telling people about God. Starting with a Gospel 

introduces you to the person of Jesus and the basics of Christian belief.  

 
Early Christian teaching 
 
A good next step is to read some of the teaching given to the early Christian Church. Much of 
the New Testament is a series of letters written by early Christian leaders such as Paul. He 

travelled around the lands of the eastern Mediterranean, telling people about Jesus. He then 
wrote to the various newly established churches and individuals to encourage them in their 

beliefs. Letters such as Philippians or Colossians are short, bite-sized letters full of advice about 
how to live a Christian life. 
 

Getting to grips with the whole Bible takes some time, but it is worth the effort. In his second 
letter to a young leader called Timothy, Paul says the Bible is “inspired by God and useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”. 
 
How reading notes can help 
 
Many people find it helpful to find a quiet and comfortable place to sit and read the Bible and 
make sure that they read it every day. Take time to digest what it says. You could say a quick 

prayer – asking God to help you understand what you are reading and its relevance to you.  
 

 

 
 

 

 
Reflected Faith Series: Sacred Things 
 

This article is about what do we do with the bread consecrated during a Eucharist service that 
is left over – regardless of the type of bread or wafer used? 

 
During the service the bread and the wine are ‘consecrated’. That is, they are set aside for a 
specific purpose, in this case to be the body and blood of Christ. Because to Christians this is so 

very special, indeed ‘sacred’, we treat the unused bread and wine with special care. 
 

No-one leaves very precious things lying around in case of theft, damage, or misuse. And so, it 
is the same with the consecrated elements of bread and wine. When they have not all been 



consumed by the congregation, it is important that the surplus is dealt with in ways that honour 

the meaning that we give and receive from them. In most denominations they are consumed 
immediately, in others they are returned to the earth or given back to nature. 

 
Sometimes, at the end of a service, you will see that some bread and wine has been 
deliberately kept aside to take out to those who are sick, or for use at a service where no priest 

will be present, and this then must be stored.  So, the question arises – what vessels will be 
used? 

 
The ‘pyx’ – literally a box – is the name for the container for the consecrated bread. Its size 
depends on the amount that it needs to contain; for taking to individuals in their own homes it 

is usually small enough to fit in the palm of a hand. 
 

Although these can be especially bought from church suppliers, made in a variety of metals with 
embellishments, precious stones, enamel work and so on, you can actually use any container 
that fits the purpose. 

 

 

 
Message from our Treasurer 
 

FUNDRAISING 

• The monthly tabletop sale in August raised £44.00 

• The monthly tabletop sale in September raised £40.00 

• The recent soup and sweet lunch raised £116.00 

Well, done everybody. 

Carol Masson 

 

Who’d be a landlord? 
 

Excerpts from real life requests sent by tenants 
1. The toilet is blocked, and we cannot bathe the children until it is cleared. 
2.   This is to let you know that there is a smell coming from the man next door. 

3.   The toilet seat is cracked: where do I stand? 
4.   I am writing on behalf of my sink, which is running away from the wall. 
5.   I request your permission to remove my drawers in the kitchen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15th August 2021 

Churches are steeped in tradition. For the most part what we do 

hasn’t changed in a great many years. We come in, we sit in the 

same seat every week, and go through the same service. It’s 

comfortable and familiar. Christianity should not be safe or 

comfortable. While we get comfort in the Lord, we should not be 

comfortable. Our faith should push us, it should challenge us, it 

should ask us question about ourselves. As Christians we are called 

to a greater purpose and that should be a little bit scary, because if 

it’s not, we are not doing it right. 

 

 

22nd August 2021 

This hymn, which is a lovely one to 

sing, is based on Isaiah 6:8 and 1 

Samuel 3:4 talks about being called by 

the lord. For me that begs the 

question, called to what? That is a 

question we must each answer 

individually. We all have our own 

talents; we all have something 

different to offer. It's easy to look at 

the big acts, the ones that catch the 

headlines and think, I can't do that, 

and feel that our own efforts are not enough. The Lord calls us, knowing our strengths. Everything we do 

in the name of the Lord matters; it is all part of God plan. 

 

29th August 2021 

For those of you old enough to remember 
Happy Days then “The Fonz” will probably 
be a happy memory. This quote is from a 
scene where Richie was in a coma after an 
accident and Fonzie, lost in grief turns to 
God. It is an incredibly powerful scene and 
demonstrates two things, the first is that we 
can turn to God at any time and God will 
listen. The second is that the best prayers 
are the one that come out in your own word, direct from the heart. Those are the most powerful 
prayers. Later in the episode Richie wakes up and Fonzie turns skyward and raises a thumb. It’s good to 
say thank you too. 

 

 

 



5TH September 2021 

I was listening to 

Titanium on the 

radio the other 

morning and it 

reminded me of 

this passage from 

Psalm 18. They 

both speak of 

having a strength 

to resist what life 

throws at us. That strength comes from within ourselves most of the time, but as Christians we have the 

benefit of a backup. When our own strength wavers we have God to fall back on. No matter how much 

life pushes you backwards, God is behind you, immovable, keeping you steady. Strong as titanium and 

absolutely bulletproof. 

 

12th September 2021 

I saw this quote from Isiah on my 

Facebook feed the other day and 

when I read it in my head, I found 

myself singing it to the Friends theme 

tune. While these two pieces were 

written thousands of years apart the 

theme is the same. We can't go 

through life alone. We need friends to 

help and support us. God is there for 

us, all the time, come rain or shine, 

unwavering in support for us. God 

reaches out to us in many ways, we 

can meet God in prayer, or we can meet him through other people. Sometimes we are the people the 

others meet God through. No matter the interaction, when we show care and love for our fellow 

humans, we are doing God’s work. 

19th September 2021 

I do like the Hymn "Tell out my soul". It kind of shouts out, with an energy, what faith feels like. You 
really do want to shout out about it and share that positive buzz. The truth though is you can't. 
Someone telling you how great faith is only has 
a limited impact. You really need to come to it 
yourself. It's like standing on a hilltop and 
experiencing the greatest view in the world 
and then taking a photo on your phone to 
show your friends. The photo never really 
captures it. It is a 2D reproduction of the 
event. It misses the feel of being there. The 
glory of the moment. Like so many other 
things you can only know how faith feels by 
experiencing yourself. 



Autumn Prayer by Daphne Kitching 

 

Dear Loving, Father God, 

 

As the season changes and we enjoy the beautiful colours of autumn, there are other changes 

which we don’t enjoy. Changes we cannot control; changes and suffering in the world, beyond 

our comprehension; changes to our work routines, or health, or circumstances; changes which 

cause us anxiety and uncertainty.  

 

When everything seems to be falling around us like the autumn leaves, help us, Lord, to 

remember that you stand firm. You are our rock. You never change. You are always faithful, 

always with us, as we move into each new day and each new season. 

 

Thank you for loving us so much that you gave us Jesus, so that by putting our trust in Him, we 

can know the security of your love, for ever! 

In His name, we thank you, Sovereign Lord. 

 

Amen,  

 

 

27th October:  

Odran of Iona - fought over by the spirits 

 

Odran is a suitable saint to remember as Halloween approaches, for his story involves the spirit 

world.  

 

British by birth, Odran (died c. 563) was one of Columba’s first companions on Iona.  Sadly, he 

died not long after his arrival on the island. But Columba found comfort, for in a vision he saw 

Odran’s soul ascending to heaven, after being fought over by angels and devils. Christ had 

redeemed Odran for His own, and so all the devils there ever were could not lay claim to 

Odran’s soul.   

 

In memory of his dear friend, Columba named the graveyard on Iona after him, Reilig Orain. An 

old Irish tradition has an Odran abbot of Meath and founder of Latteragh (Co. Tipperary), and it 

is probable that these Odrans are one and the same. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Thy Word 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet Psalm 119- This poem is based on only one stanza, Nun, 
which begins at verse 105, and is one of the most familiar passages: 
 

 
 

And a light unto my way. 
Thy Word is right, and I will keep 

Thy Law from day to day. 
 

Thy Word will revive my weary soul 
Afflicted it was, and astray. 

Lift me O Lord, and make me whole 
By Thy side, O Lord, I will stay. 

 
Although the wicked lay a snare 
Thy ordinance makes me bold; 
Within Thy tenderness and care 

No devil can get a hold. 
 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my way. 

Thy Word is right, and I will keep 
Thy Law from day to day. 

Nigel Beeton 
 
 
 
 

 

Bishop of Brechin 

Right Rev’d Andrew Swift Tel: 01382 459 569 

 

George Masson Tel: 01569 73928 



 
 
 
 
 

 
ROTA     2021 

 
Date: CELEBRANT/ 

Pastoral Assistant/ 
Address 

Readers/ 
Intercessions: 

Readings: Sidesperson 
 

FLOWERS 
(cleaning) 
Teas 

03/10/21 
PENTECOST 19 
HARVEST 

ARMA ISLES 
Irene Butler 

 
Address: 
Arma Isles 

 
T.B.A 

 
T.B.A 

Steven Coull Sue Manson 
Rhoda/Carl 

10/10/21 
PENTECOST 20 

FATHER PAUL MCLAREN-COOK 
Sheila Usher 
 
Address: 
Father McLaren-Cook 

John Usher 
Diana Driver 
Ken Tonge 
 
Muriel Hargreaves 
 

JOB 23:  1-9, 16-17 
HEBREWS 4:  12-16 
MARK 10:  17-31 

George Masson 
 

Muriel Hargreaves 
Muriel/Eric 

17/10/21 
PENTECOST 21 

STEVEN COULL 
Irene Butler 

 
Address: 
Steven Coull 

Dee Foulds 
Sue Manson 
Sheila Usher 
 
Ken Tonge 

JOB 38:  1-7, (34-41) 
HEBREWS 5:  1-10 
MARK 10:  35-45 

Sue Selway Rhona Vassilikos 
Sylvia/David 

24/10/21 
PENTECOST 22 
BIBLE SUNDAY 

RUSS HUDDLESTON 
Steven Coull 

 
Address: 
 

George Masson 
Katy Gill 
Carol Masson 
 
Sheila Usher 
 

JOB 42:  1-6, 10-17 
HEBREWS 7:  23-28 
MARK 10:  46-52 

Irene Butler Sheila Usher 
Carol/George 

31/10/21 
PENTECOST 23 
ALL SAINTS/ALL 
SOULS 

JOHN USHER 
Sheila Usher 
 
Address: 
Ken Tonge 
 

T.B.A. T.B.A. 
 

Steven Coull Diana Driver 
Katy/Russ 

07/11/21 
PENTECOST 24 
 

ARMA ISLES 
Irene Butler 

 
Address: Arma Isles 

Steven Coull 
Diana Driver 
Sue Manson 
 
Sue Selway 

RUTH 3:  1-5; 4:  13-17 
HEBREWS 9:  24-28 
MARK 12:  38-44 

George Masson Sue Manson 
Rhoda/Carl 

 


