ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL
CHURCH MUCHALLS

November 2021

Sunday Service 10.30am
The church is open for private prayer during daylight hours
Please use the sanitiser provided before you enter the church

Pulpit Piece -Arma Isles
Psalm 24: 3-4
“Who shall ascend to the hill of the Lord? Who shall stand in his Holy Place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts.”
Saint Paul wrote a letter to “the Church of God that is in Corinth,” including all the saints in that
area. Then he gave them a right telling off, for some very unsaintly behaviour.
In the language of the Bible “all saints” doesn’t mean people who are perfect but all Christianseveryone who goes to Church!
For some peoples, going to Church is a duty - sometimes a grudging obligation. All praise to
them if they keep on attending especially if the service is perhaps unfamiliar or they don’t
especially like the hymns. But they continue to come to worship to please family members, or to
support the church community.
God accepts the sacrifice of those people because it is of showing that He is important.
Many people go into Church other times - flower arranging or preparation for a service for
example. Logic tells us that God exists and he must be everywhere but where better to find him
in the beauty and calm in Church where you can feel his presence
So, when you feel the presence, you are especially close to those whom you have loved and lost,
and that is why church-going is so important to the bereaved. This is called the “communion of
saints”. Some churches - Eastern Orthodox Churches fill their churches with icons because they
are not only visual aids but almost “windows-to-eternity” reminding us of the great crowd of
saints always present with us.
For the Church is God’s family. The “communion of all the saints” in heaven and on earth, is our
family life, and any family needs to meet regularly!

On Covid and local churches
“The way the churches switched to operating online was a triumph, a piece of divine redemption.
The great gain for individuals is that they can access any church in the world at any time of their
choosing, wherever they are, on whatever device they have.
“Former churchgoers now too frail for the pews can remain in the congregation. Those who are
away, ill, working or otherwise busy, can still attend church, a bit later on. Spiritual seekers, who
formerly would not have known where to start, can now begin their journey to Jesus online.”

Prayer for November
Father,
In these short, dark days of November, with all the uncertainties and complications in our new
Covid 19 landscape, help us to feel the reassurance of Your presence in the gift of each new day.
Help us to be guided through the darkness by Your light – by Jesus, who will never leave us or
forsake us.
In His name - the name above pandemics and shortages and rising bills and all anxieties – we
pray.
Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

Caring for Creation - Canon Paul Hardingham
This month sees the eagerly anticipated COP26 climate conference in Glasgow. As Christians, we
need to hold together two key insights, if we are to engage with the challenge of climate change:

The world is not ours:
‘The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). The world is not ours, but God’s! If we
understand this, we will rediscover the responsibility of our calling to care for God’s world: ‘The
Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.’

(Genesis 2:15). This challenges our consumer mindset, that says the resources of the earth are
both limitless and exist for our pleasure. As well as caring for the planet, we also need to care for
its people, for it’s the poorest who will suffer the most from climate change. According to the
World Bank, 100 million could fall into poverty by 2030. We cannot properly address the climate
crisis until we re-learn our place in God’s world!

We belong to Christ:

We also belong to the one in whom: ‘all things were created: things in heaven and on earth,

visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through him and for him.’ (Colossians 1:16). We can look forward to the climax of history
when God will restore the broken world and make everything new. We are empowered by Christ
to take our proper place as stewards of the earth, as we share in this hope. We are called to love
God and neighbour, and care for the planet by living simply, recycling, conserving energy and
choosing reusable options.
However great the climate crisis gets, as Christians, we can engage in it with faith and not with
fatalism!

Should We Have Faith in Science? - Dr Ruth M Bancewicz
How do you feel about science after more than 18 months of pandemic: tired or interested,
impressed or cynical – or a bit of everything? The response to COVID-19 has demonstrated how
ideology or worldview are hugely influential in our interpretation and use of scientific data – and
at times in the process of experimentation itself. Should we trial a vaccine in Spain or South
Africa? Is this treatment safe enough to administer to the general public? Should vaccination be
made compulsory? The data don’t tell us what to do.
So, when we are encouraged to ‘trust the science’ in our ongoing response to the pandemic, or
in the run-up to the COP26 UN climate change conference, how can the Church respond? The
whole biblical story affirms that God is the only one in whom we can have complete faith. On the
other hand, I do put a certain amount of trust in other things. I can have faith in a plane, a body
of knowledge, or a person. This trust is within limits because I know that air travel involves
hazards, a body of knowledge will contain some mistakes, and every ordinary human is fallible.
I trust science to some extent because it involves careful observation and measurement,
collecting different kinds of evidence. Data is interpreted, and competing interpretations are tried
out. We summarise our findings in general principles or mathematical equations. Scientists keep
each other accountable by looking critically at each other’s work. Our knowledge is always
provisional. You can’t prove anything scientifically because we only deal in evidence, not proof.
On the other hand, there must always be the potential to disprove a theory or it’s not science.
Our aim is to keep getting nearer to the truth about the way the world is. Overall, I believe this
method is reliable and worth supporting, but that only God is completely trustworthy.
Psalm Eight reminds us both of the splendour of God’s creation, and that He has placed us in a
position of responsibility over it. Scientific knowledge can be part of what helps us to rule well.
The process of doing science can be a bit like a blurry image coming into focus. The more we
learn, the better we can usually see what’s going on, and hopefully the easier it is to decide on a
course of action. So, in answer to the question ‘Should we have faith in science?’ I would say
yes, when used wisely and within its proper limits.

Lest We Forget -Canon Paul Hardingham

‘In Flanders' fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on row, that mark our place: and
in the sky the larks, still bravely singing, fly scarce heard amid the guns below.’
This is the first verse of John McCrae’s poem, first published in Punch magazine in 1915. It soon
came to symbolise the sacrifice of all who died in World War One. Today, the poppy remains a
tangible symbol for those who have sacrificed their lives in war, especially as we remember those
who died in Afghanistan. But why do we remember?

‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will
not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3). Writing 700

years before Christ, Micah spoke at the time when Samaria fell due to the aggression of Assyria.
However, he prophesied a future of hope, a world where nations come together in peace rather
than war. His words are fulfilled in the kingdom of God established by Jesus.
Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of conflict. It is about building
relationships between people, communities and nations, founded on love and justice for all. As
we remember those who died in war, we should look practically at how we can build such

relationships, beginning with our own families, colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will walk in the
name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let’s ask God’s Spirit to make us
people of peace, justice and compassion for today’s world.

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.’
War memorials - David Pickup

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. (Matthew 5:4)
National and local memorials to the casualties were first proposed during the First World War.
After the war ended, local committees were set up to plan how to commemorate the sacrifice of
their young men’s lives. The committees were not usually run by the local churches but often by
landowners, employers, and representatives of comrades’ groups. Memorials often started as
shrines where locals could gather to leave messages or flowers.
Over the next few years, permanent memorials were set up in every village, town and city across
the UK. They differ widely in style. Sometimes a stone cross was chosen, other times a plaque or
an obelisk. They usually list the names of local men who died, but sometimes all the men from
the community who had served. Sometimes they list just names, while others are complete with
details of the units, they served in. They usually reflect an equality in death – that no-one was
more important than another.
In many cases, memorials were not dedicated until well into the 1920s. It took time to decide on
the design and raise money. In many cases there was difficulty in tracing the names of all the
fallen. There was also the question of where to site the memorial. Most are on roadsides, or in
the centre of a community. Some, but not many, are in churchyards. Many memorials were
facilities for the community such as recreation grounds or village halls in addition to the lists of
names.
Most memorials were paid for by public donations, local fetes and concerts. No-one gave a
thought to who would pay for their upkeep in the future. Now, one hundred years later, many
are in need of repair, cleaning or restoration. Sadly, some have been vandalised or have had the
metal plaques stolen.
Many local authorities, including town and parish councils, have taken responsibility for the
upkeep of memorials although there rarely is any legal duty to do this.
There is a Ecumenical service at our local War memorial at Cookney on Sunday 14th November
starting at 3.15pm when a wreath on behalf of St Ternan’s will be laid. All are welcome.
100 years of red poppies - Ven John Barton
Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War 1, tens of thousands of bright
red poppies grew, marking the graves of the fallen. This led John McCrae, a Canadian army
physician who had lost a colleague, to write “In Flanders Fields”,

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.
This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers who had died in
conflict. Exactly 100 years ago, on the 11th Nov 1921, poppies of remembrance were sold for the

first time in British and Commonwealth countries. Hostilities had actually ceased three years
earlier at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month.
This year, on the 14th November, which is the nearest Sunday, a two-minutes silence will be
kept at war memorials throughout the country, and at the national ceremony at the Cenotaph in
London’s Whitehall. The Queen will pay tribute alongside Members of the Cabinet, Opposition
Party leaders, former Prime Ministers, the Mayor of London and many others. Representatives of
the Armed Forces, Fishing Fleets and Merchant Air and Navy will be there, as well as High
Commissioners of Commonwealth countries. All will wear a red poppy.
Around 30 million poppies are sold each year in the UK by the Royal British Legion. All the
proceeds are used to provide serving and ex-service personnel with financial support, advice,
employment, mobility, housing and mental health facilities.
Today we are more aware than ever that battles are fought mainly by young people, and many
of those who survive bear scars for life. The act of ‘remembering’ will not only look back to mark
their sacrifice, but also yearn to learn lessons for the future.
Reflecting on the poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’, the American professor Moina Michael, wrote:

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

War does not determine who is right - only who is left. – Bertrand Russell
The tragedy of war is that it uses man’s best to do man’s worst. – Harry Emerson Fosdick
The Church knows nothing of a sacredness of war. The Church which prays the ‘Our Father’ asks
God only for peace. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Summary of Vestry Minutes via Zoom - Tuesday, 13th July 2021
Prayers
Irene offered a prayer with special thoughts for Eric and Muriel following their recent bereavement, and
we said the Lord’s Prayer together.
1:

Matters arising from Vestry meeting 11th May 2021
AOCB Record Zoom Meeting Service attendees - George said there is a section in the Church
Register where they can/will be recorded.
AOCB Storage of documents - Steven will send a link to all Vestry members and Irene will have the
password should it be required.
Transitional Minister - Notes from Vestry Zoom meeting - nothing further to report.
A reminder that Mary Jepp and her husband will visit the area on 9-11thAugust, and is to hold a
service for vestry members on 10th August 2021 preferably in the evening for people who cannot
attend in the day.

2:

Treasurers Report
This report is for two months May and June as last month’s meeting was cancelled.
The income for the month of May amounted to £1,993.50, expenditure and was due to members
of congregation kindly paying for the weeks the Church was closed due to lockdown.
The income for the month of June amounted to £2,620.49, expenditure £663.94 showing a
surplus of £1,965.55.

3:

Property Convenors Report
Rectory
Completed
Electrical Installation Report for Rectory completed. No major faults identified, discuss
report further with electrician when he returns from Holiday.
Replaced loose tiles on Rectory roof
Repaint external wooden facets window frames etc upper floor rectory
Outstanding
No progress on removing panels covering fireplaces in bedrooms.
The Rectory EPC (Energy Performance Certificate) expires on 27 t April 2021 (ten years) Needs to
be renewed and rectory energy, environmental efficiency etc, needs to be re-assessed.
New hinges which have been purchased to be fitted to garage henhouse door. Henhouse needs to
be cleaned out of unwanted signs, rubbish etc. carted to tip.
Church and extension
Completed
Electrical Installation Report for Church and Extension completed. No major faults identified;
discuss further with electrician when he returns. Including PAT Testing
Outstanding
Due to lockdown unable to paint base of Bill’s Yamaha organ or organise nameplate.

The phone in the extension lobby. Propose we wall mount the phone, install a shelf and re-run
cables etc so they are tidily away, second phone at present located in the Community Room.
Need to decide whether leave phone where it is sitting on organ stool (from Community Room) or
wall mount. Consideration should be given to person with disabilities using wall mounted phone.
WIFI disk on shelf. In an emergency the table could cause an obstruction.
Slater called in to replace loose tiles on the church porch roof.
Grounds
Outstanding
Possibly need a load of quarry dust or some other kind of to top up car parks
Contacted Community Services to see if they are back doing Community work -awaiting reply.
Completed
Normal Maintenance
Weed killer applied all along paths car parks etc.
Heating System
Completed
Behaving itself since the pellets were changed out.
Inventory Church, Extension, and Parish Room
Di/George are working on identifying, all items contained within the premises, that should be in
the Inventory. There is a new inventory document (2018) issued by Provincial authorities that
requires completing. This is causing a lot of work however we have to comply with Canon 35 and
submit.
In the not-too-distant future inventory of all documents needs to be updated, and what we do
with the boxes of Vestry minutes (for example) held on hard copy. Who can advise? These
documents are already on computers.
4:

5:

Ministry Team Report
Rota compiled from 4th July to 3rd Oct next meeting on 7th Sept 7pm
Rev Ken Gordon has passed away He was a good man. And though he only led one service at St
Ternan’s he was planning to return before his condition worsened.
Father Paul led worship on the 27th June. Very good preacher
Rev Michael Turner (Laurencekirk) will lead worship on the 25th July and the Bishop on the 15th
August 2021.
George has sent Rev Michael the information about Guidance for visiting priest’s rota and hymn
list.
No date as yet for the return from Finnies of the Ciborium and the Chalice that is there for repair.
Steven Coull has been approved by the Bishop as an Eucharist Assistant to Lead worship.
Morning prayer continues on Tuesday Morning led normally by Rev Gary Clink
Russ asked if there was any further guidance on Service requirements i.e., social distancing etc.
There was nothing from the Diocese, but Government guidelines were changing - 1 metre rule but
face masks still mandatory.
Could we restart refreshment after services?
Steven has been approved to be Eucharist assistant – could the Bishop do the relicensing of other
members when he next holds a service at St Ternan’s on 15 th August?

A.O.C.B.
Open Doors 18/19th September 2021
George has suggested we have a video presentation allowing people to visit the church, its
history,
and artifacts.

Church Re-opening during the day
Steven asked Vestry to decide; 1 Do nothing 2: One day supervised opening 3: Fully reopen.
Vestry voted on fully reopening
There will have to be the usual precautionary measures in place-hand sanitiser etc
Table top sales to resume 8th August. Irene will send out a reminder to church members.
Tea and coffee after service could resume earlier than that now distancing has been relaxed to
1m.
New Houses
George delivers copies of the Deeside View around Chapelton and has inserted information
regarding St Ternan’s. He wondered about the new residential
development in Newtonhill and Rhona volunteered to deliver to them.
Rhona Vassilikos

16th November

St Margaret of Scotland

Some women have power, and some women are good. When a woman with power is also good, she
can achieve an astonishing amount.
Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of Scotland’, but she began life in Hungary about
1045. She was born to the expatriate English prince Edward the Exile, and so was an English princess.
The family returned to Wessex in 1057, when she was 13, and following the death of King Harold II
at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, her brother Edgar Aetheling should have been King of England, but
he was never crowned. Instead, the family fled north, to Scotland, where she was married to
Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish queen she went on to become mother of three kings of
Scotland, and of a queen consort of England.
Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of Lanfranc, a future archbishop of Canterbury.
Her biographer tells of how she read narratives from the Bible to her husband, thus helping to ‘civilise’
him. He was illiterate, but so admired her reading, that he had her books decorated with gold and
silver. She was also credited with helping her youngest son, the future King David I of Scotland,
towards becoming a just and holy ruler.
Margaret introduced the worship and practise of the Church of Rome into Scotland. She also wanted
to help the many pilgrims travelling in Scotland, and so she established a ferry across the Firth of
Forth, which is where the towns South Queensferry and North Queensferry got their names.
Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she interceded for the release of English
exiles who had been forced into serfdom following the Norman conquest. She also began the
restoration of Iona Abbey.
In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a cave on
the banks of the Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion and
prayers. St Margaret’s Cave is still there today, covered beneath a
municipal car park.
Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised her. Her
relics were dispersed after the Scottish Reformation, but at one time Mary,
Queen of Scots, owned her head.

Miscellaneous musings on modern life...
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

In filling out an application, where it says, 'In case of emergency, notify’: I put 'DOCTOR.'
Member of the congregation to minister: “I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming
you.”
Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
Where there's a will, there are relatives.
Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint. - Mark Twain
Don't worry about avoiding temptation...as you grow older, it will avoid you. - Winston Churchill
If at first you DO succeed, try not to look astonished. - Anon

Quiz Answers
1. Slang for piano
2. Who was told whither thou goe’st I will go
3. A Paul Anka hit in 1957
4. Alas this one burned for her belief
5. A forty-niner’s daughter
6. Flander’s fields
7. This lady was not for turning
8. A pretty plant but no climber
9. She mixed with rate but not with hate
10. I long to look into her eyes
11. She could make a sore point
12. No one can thread her needle
13. Former TV match maker, let’s ask our Graham
14. They are happy and well enjoying life in the middle
15. Tom Jones made her his own
16. The lady with the lamp
17. Go on, let’s have a cup of tea
18. “Corries” Ken favourite hen
19. Singing put gold on her finger
20. When her time comes, it usually rains
21. This girl was an asset to our former Olympic team
22. Noddy’s creator
23. “Not tonight”
24. She comes partly as a visitor
25. Sing Christmas stories to our King
26. Snap a well-known crisp bread her name’s in there
27. A moorland beauty
28. This momma, the first lady of song
29. Look lout she’s armed
30. Get her nickname in shop but full name required

JOANNA
NAOMI
DIANA
JOAN
CLEMENTINE
POPPY
MARGARET
LILY (OF THE VALLEY)
THERESA
IRIS
ROSE
CLEOPATRA
CILLA
ELLEN JOY
DELILA
FLORENCE
POLLY
DEIRDRE
SHIRLEY
APRIL
TESSA (SANDERSON)
ENID
JOSEPHINE
AVIS
CAROL
RITA (RYVITA)
HEATHER
ELLA (FITZGERALD)
ANNIE
VICTORIA BECKHAM

The quiz winner was Christine Frazer so well done.
We raised £37.00 for church funds. Thank you to everyone who took part.
Muriel Hargreaves/Carol Masson

4th November: Charles Borromeo - the un-ordained archbishop
Why should being a ‘lay’ person stop you from as full a ministry as being ordained? Here is a
saint for all lay people who suspect they can do as good a job….
Charles Borromeo was an Italian who lived in Milan from 1538 to 1584. His uncle, Pope Pius IV,
made him Archbishop of Milan three years before Charles even became a priest, let alone a
bishop. Charles, however, was one of the ablest and most compassionate Christian leaders of his
age. He established theological colleges to train future clergy, encouraged children to be taught
the Christian faith, and increased the help given to the poor.
Thanksgiving service for the Gifts and Talents of Horace William Stanley (Bill) 19232020
30th September 2021
It was a delight to see a congregation size of 44 for this unique service, which included 2
members of Bill’s extended family; representatives from the Masonic Movement; 3 young
musically talented pupils of Oskana and their parents; friends of Bill’s from Newtonhill and our
well-known guest singer from our sister church, St James.
In the service itself Bill’s talents and gifts were expressed in various ways including: - poems by
Philip Larkin and Roald Dahl together with two Spanish poems; Masonic verse; music played by
Oskana and her three young gifted pupils on Bill’s much loved Yamaha piano which he kindly
bequeathed to St Ternan’s.
Towards the end of what had been a joyous service we all processed outside where we scattered
Bill’s ashes in our Garden of Remembrance. David finished with a fine rendition of Crossing the
Bar by Alfred Lord Tennyson. Below we have a montage of photos showing some of the service
participants in action.
John Usher

The Bread We Share - Revd Dr Jo White
Last month we thought about the bread we share at the Communion table and what we do with
any that is left over.
Christian beliefs and thoughts about the consecrated bread range from it being a reminder to us
of the love that Jesus showed for each of us by and through His death too, at the consecration
the bread becomes the literal flesh of Christ that we are invited to consume.
Wherever the church and the people are on that spectrum, the priest is always careful about the
way the bread is handled. As we noted last month, this includes which container it is placed in to
convey it after the service to those unable to attend.
But what happens to any small pieces that may have been broken, like crumbs, upon the altar?
Although the altar is covered with a white cloth, there is another smaller cloth placed on top of it
onto which the bread and wine, in their respective containers, are placed.
The bread is usually on a plate or bowl-shaped dish called a paten, with ‘extra’ bread kept on a
side table – the Credence Table – in case more is needed to be consecrated.
The smaller white cloth is called a Corporal and is typically 12 inches (30cms) square. The name
comes from the Latin corpus meaning body, and this is folded in three in both directions (then
sometimes starched) and ironed in such a way that when it is opened onto the altar all the folds
are ‘downward’ so it forms a ‘bowl’ shape to catch those crumbs.
After the Communion is shared, the cloth is then folded back upon
itself and later taken outside the building and shaken to allow any
crumbs to return to nature.

Last Month on the
Facebook Page
25th September 2021
One of the greatest challenges of being a Christian is showing love to everyone.
Some people are easy to love, but the real challenge is those who are difficult to
love. Those situations where love is not returned, or where society tells it is alright
not to love a particular person because of something they have done. It is possible
to show love and compassion to someone even while standing against their actions
or words. God loves everyone and it is not for us to second guess God. It is not
always easy, but then again, if you think being a Christian is easy, you are probably
not doing it right.

3rd October 2021
If you look up the word faith in a dictionary, you will probably find
a description of belief based on spiritual conviction rather than
proof. The dictionary wouldn't be wrong, but it does somewhat
miss the point. Faith is less about what you think and more about
what you do. Faith without deeds is a shallow faith. Faith lives in a
very real way through our actions. Faith brings God's light to the
world. It is by doing that, by being living embodiments of God's
love through our actions that we truly live in faith. Belief is just
knowing why that is important.

10th October 2021
We come into this life with nothing, and we
leave with nothing. We can accumulate wealth
and possessions, but when we depart for the
next life, these things are worth nothing.
Perhaps we can leave our possession and
wealth for others, but still, this is worth
nothing. These are just things. Our true legacy
is the shadow our lives cast on others. To live a
life of love and for that to leave a lasting
impact on others is the only wealth we can
take into the kingdom of heaven. In the grand
scheme of things, we only have a short time in
this earthly life. Make it count.

17th October 2021
I saw this poem in a magazine many years ago and have
always carried a copy of it in my wallet. It reminds me of who
God is, though it is not as the poem suggests, Ronnie Wood.
Some people can claim to speak God’s word but instead
preach hate and division. They use God and their own
piousness as a stick to beat people with. They exclude rather
than include, quoting cultural norms from thousands of years
ago, deliberately ignore the message of the New Testament.
That is not the message Jesus shows us in the Gospels. Jesus
shows us God. By his actions Jesus shows the compassion and
love that is the true God.

Smile Lines
At a recent church meeting, our Sunday School teacher requested that a notice be put into the
weekly pew-sheet, asking for church members to bring in any old copies they had of the Daily
Mail. She wanted the newspapers for a big Christmas project involving lots of paper mache, and
thought that the ink on the Daily Mail would be less messy. The secretary made a rough note,
and the notice went in: ‘Wanted by our Sunday School teacher: lots of daily males.’
30th November: Andrew – patron saint of Scotland
The apostle Andrew is patron saint of Scotland. According to the Gospel of Matthew, Andrew and
his brother Simon Peter were the very first two disciples whom Jesus called. 'Come, follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men.' (Matt 4:18,19)
Without more ado, they obeyed. 'At once they left their nets and followed him.' The story is
touching for the simple but total faith that they had in Jesus.
Whenever the gospels mention the disciples, Andrew’s name is always in the first four. Rather
than a boisterous leader of men (like Peter), he seems to have been an approachable person
who wanted to help people.
It was Andrew who helped introduce a group of Greeks to Jesus (John 12:20-2) and Andrew who
offered Jesus the five small barley loaves and two small fishes when Jesus challenged them to
feed the five thousand. (John 6:8) His faith in Jesus over small things was richly rewarded, and
this faithful, kindly Galilean fisherman turned disciple went on to become one of the 12 apostles
of the Christian Church.
Andrew never settled back in Capernaum by Galilee. Instead, his ‘fishing for men’ seems to have
taken him far. One ancient tradition links him with Greece, where both Scythia and Epirus
claimed him as their apostle. Another place in Greece, Patras in Achaia, claimed to be the place
where Andrew was eventually martyred, in about AD60.
Like Jesus, he was crucified, but the story goes that during the two days it took him to die, he
preached earnestly to the people about Jesus. Andrew was not afraid of death on a cross – he

had seen it before, and knew one thing for certain: because of Jesus, there was nothing but
eternal life ahead of him.
In the West, Andrew’s feast-day was universal from the 6th century, and hundreds of churches
were named after him in Italy, France and England. But how did he end up as patron saint of
Scotland?
Well, according to one ancient legend, his relics were taken from Patras to Scotland in the 8 th
century, and ended up in Fife, where a church dedicated to him was built and became a centre
for evangelisation and later pilgrimage. As Andrew was the only apostle to make it as far as
Scotland, he was chosen as patron saint.
But Andrew did not stay in Scotland. After the fall of Constantinople in 1204, it is said that the
Crusaders took his relics to Amalfi. From there the despot Thomas Palaeologus sent his head to
the pope in Rome in 1461, where it became one of the most treasured possessions of St Peters,
until it was sent to the church in Constantinople by Paul VI.
In art Andrew is depicted with a normal Latin cross in the most ancient examples. The saltire
cross ‘X’, commonly called St Andrew’s Cross, and which represents Scotland on the Union Jack,
was associated with him from the 10th century.

We remember
The Somme, Dunkirk and Passchendaele
Cause us to think of times of war,
When men and boys went bravely out
They fought, some died and returned no more.
They gave their all that we should live,
We never should forget such cost,
Remembering with thankful hearts
Our freedom gained as lives were lost.
Another Man gave up His life,
Another war, another fight,
With all mankind held fast in chains
As darkness fell as black as night.
The cost was high, a sinless life
To break the chains and set us free,
The Lamb of God on Calvary’s cross
Paid that price for you, for me.

By Megan Carter
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George Masson Tel: 01569 73928

NOVEMBER 2021
Date:
07/11/21
PENTECOST 24

CELEBRANT/
Pastoral Assistant/
Address
ARMA ISLES
Irene Butler
Address: Arma Isles

14/11/21
PENTECOST 25
Remembrance
Sunday

GEORGE MASSON
Sheila Usher
Address: George Masson

Readers/
Intercessions:
Steven Coull
Diana Driver
Sue Manson

Sidesperson

FLOWERS (cleaning)
Teas

RUTH 3: 1-5; 4: 13-17
HEBREWS 9: 24-28
MARK 12: 38-44

George Masson

Sue Manson

JOB 19: 21-27
1 CORINTHIANS 15: 51-57
JOHN 6: 16: 17-40

Irene Butler

Rhoda/Carl

Sue Selway
Carol Masson
Katy Gill
Ken Tonge

Sheila Usher
Eric/Muriel

Dee Foulds

14/11/21
3.15pm
21/11/21
PENTECOT 26

Readings:

COOKNEY WAR MEMORIAL
FATHER PAUL MCLAREN Sheila Usher
COOK
George Masson
Russ Huddleston
John Usher
Address: Father Paul

Ken Tonge

28/11/21
FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
A.G.M.

RUSS HUDDLESTON
Steve Coull

Diana Driver
Dee Foulds
Steven Coull

05/12/21
2ND SUNDAY OF
ADVENT

ARMA ISLES
Sheila Usher

Address:
Russ Huddleston

Address: Arma Isles

2 SAMUEL 23: 1-7
REVELATIONS 1: 4B-8
JOHN18: 33-37

Sue Selway

JEREMIAH 33: 14-16
1 THESSALONIANS 3: 9-13
LUKE 21: 25-36

George Masson

Carol/George

Sue Selway

Rhona Vassilikos
(no flowers)
Sylvia/David

Sheila Usher
Sue Manson
Carol Masson
Sheila Usher

Muriel Hargreaves

MALACHI 3: 1-4
PHILEMON 1: 3-11
LUKE 3: 1-6

Steven Coull

Diana Driver
(no flowers)
Katy/Russ

