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From our Minister                 

Happy Easter....Christ has risen!   He has risen in deed.  Alleluia! 

 Two years ago, if you had come into St Ternan’s on Easter Sunday you wouldn't have recognized it.  

You might have thought that it was an ordinary weekday or perhaps a week day in Lent.  The lights 

wouldn't have been on, the building would have been cold, Morag wouldn't have been playing, there 

would have been no Paschal candle, no flowers and no congregation.  If someone had asked you if it 

was Easter, you might have paused and then said 'no, it can't be!'. 

Our understanding of situations, of people, of places and things are based on our previous experience 

over the years, based also on the traditions of our family's and the places in which we live or have 

lived in. 

And so, as we return to a semblance of what we consider to be normality, post covid as they say, 

church feels somewhat familiar but also somewhat different.  As Christians, as followers of Christ we 

must reconsider what we are being called today in our new world. 

Easter has always been a feast of challenge; it challenges the way things happen in this world, and 

in our lives.  Easter was and continues to be a world changer! 

In our Easter gospel we heard John's version of the Easter Story, so let us consider the emotions of 

Mary Magdalene, Peter and the 'Beloveds' - John's emotions on that first Easter morning.  What events 

they had seen over the past week, events which would inform their understanding and have wearied 

them greatly.  They had seen Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his clearing of the Temple, 

perhaps as tradition has it, witnessed Jesus evading arrest on the Tuesday, had heard him speak of 

his need to die, puzzling words, perhaps they had had wind of Judas' plot against Christ, all these 

events leading up to the last supper and all that was to follow...  the crucifixion of our Lord.  And in 

its aftermath, in preparation for the Sabbath, the removal of Jesus' lifeless body from the cross, and 

its placement in the garden tomb. 

I expect that there was little sleep for those who had watched, for those who had seen, as they had 

tried to come to terms with, to understand, what had happened, as they tried to define a new reality 

without Jesus.   So much had been believed, so much had been promised...a freedom...promises 

which for a time at least appeared to have been quashed in Jesus' death. 

The Saturday, the Sabbath had of course been silent, Jews of those days as with Orthodox Jews  

today would have not ventured from their homes.  And so, at the earliest opportunity, the first day of 

the week, Sunday, Mary Magdalene. gathered together the spices required to anoint and preserve 

her Lord's body and before first light she ventured forth, to the place of burial.  Imagine the 

unbelievable shock as Mary Magdalene realises that what she saw to be the truth, that Jesus' body 

would be found in the tomb, was not as expected.  It was a horrific realisation that made no sense, 

Christ.  And so, she in shock and horror she turned and ran, as many of us would do, in search of 

help...she ran to Peter and to John. 

John relates what appears to be a story of panic as the Beloved and Peter hurtle towards the garden 

tomb, to confirm the words of a mere woman Mary, who they may well have thought was seeing 



things.    Two men of contrast Peter who in fire light had denied his relationship with Jesus and John 

who had stood and witnessed Christ's moment of death.  John, in his gospel speaks of an 

unfathomable reality. The reality that the body was not there, and that oddly the grave cloths had 

been neatly folded, not what you would expect if the body had been stolen.  Much to take in much to 

understand to process. 

And so, we come to a moment of communion and of love. 

A moment where Mary fails, held perhaps even trapped in her experience of all that has gone before 

to recognize he, whom she loves, and why should she?  Why should she see a new truth after all she 

has witnessed?   

And so, in just a single word, in hearing her name, Mary, the truth is known.  The reality is revealed.  

Her Lord lives, impossible but true.  From that moment of recognition Mary, the first disciple, spoke 

of the truth of what she had experienced, that she had seen the living lord. 

So, what do we recognize to be the truth in our post covid world, in the world in which we live?  Jesus 

promised us in the great Commission as related by Matthew, that he will be with us till the end of the 

age.  The world, we know has changed beyond belief, and at times we may ask what has happened, 

to our church, to our society.  And these are good question to ask as we consider what the Lord is 

asking of us. 

It is crucial, that we as Christians remember that we have chosen to follow our Lord Jesus Christ, just 

like those first disciples.  Our God is a faithful God – God had been faithful to his people down through 

the centuries, since the dawn of creation and God continues to be just that.  God is with all us now, 

at this time, in each one of us, through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  We however must recognize 

that although our call remains true, that we must consider afresh how we are to accomplish it, as our 

context has changed.  Here, I believe, it is essential that we pray, that we draw close to our Lord and 

Saviour and listen carefully for his inspiration in whatever form it takes and then we must faithfully 

respond.  Our actions must be rooted in prayer, must be rooted in our relationship with Christ, it is 

not us acting on our own but us acting informed by Christ.  Let us recognize that we carry God into a 

broken world in our actions and words, we are Christ’s light in this world.  

Our situations have changed beyond belief, we are called therefore, to consider them a fresh, knowing 

that our Lord has risen, and believing that we are called to bear the Good News of our Lord and 

Saviour to a broken world.   

Alleluia…Christ has risen!   

Blessings 

Mary 

 

 
 



 

Prayer for May By Daphne Kitching 
 

 

Dear Father in Heaven, 
As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are aware that not everything in your 
world is beautiful; not every attitude or action is beautiful, or kind, or just. 

There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can sometimes feel overwhelmed. Help us, 
Lord to remember that Jesus came to bring all this brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and 

wholeness.  Thank you that by His life, death and resurrection Jesus overcame death for ever. 
Thank you that He ascended into heaven so that the Holy Spirit could come to live in believers, to 
give strength and power and resilience, so that Your work goes on. 

Thank you that nothing in all creation – no evil attacks, no illness, no human powers, no 
circumstances at all – can ever separate us from Your love.  

We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You. 
We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You to be the Lord, who reigns over all – and 
we are thankful. 

 
In Jesus name. Amen. 
 
 

 

The Pain of Ukraine By William Mather a retired Vicar and artist 
 
Ideas for paintings come in all sorts of ways. The awfulness of the Soviet Aggression in Ukraine has 

been in all our thoughts and prayers. For me, it was that early image of the block of flats hit by a 

missile causing death, destruction and a gaping hole. With it came a reminder of Jesus on the cross 

and a gaping hole in His side from the soldier’s spear. The two came together in my mind and so a 

painting idea was born. With it came thoughts of the great Spanish artist Goya and his powerful 

etchings ‘The Disasters of War’ in protest over the French invasion and occupation 1810-1820.  

The Christian teaching is that Jesus died on the cross for our sin. None of us is blameless, not least 

the soldier with the spear or the Russians with the missile. But the poignant promise through the 

pain - even the pain of Ukraine – is that the message of the cross is more powerful than any 

tyrant. Through it comes peace in the heart that lasts for ever. 

 
 
Nigel Beeton writes:  ‘Now our thoughts are overshadowed by the terrible situation in the Ukraine. I 
looked at the masses of people on the station platforms, and I thought, “only a couple of months 
ago, each one of those people had a life, a home, a shop to buy food, perhaps somewhere to grow 
daffodils, maybe a church to worship God, and their own hopes and dreams for the future. Now 
they are just part of a mass of people shuffling towards a westbound train.’ 
 

The Refugee 
  

All that I was, I no longer am 
All that I have, I hold in my hand 
My home, my love, my world are all gone 

One among thousands, I shuffle along. 
  

Only last week I knew who I was 
All that has gone, and only because 
Someone in a land a long way away 

Turned life into hell one terrible day. 
  
He started a war, his heart icy cold 



He rained down his hell on the young and the old 

I ran for my life for I had no choice 
And nobody heard the fear in my voice. 
  

Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’ 
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’. 

I have no control, no say in my fate 
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait. 
  

Waiting for what? The future’s unclear, 
For armed men have taken all that I held dear 

Along with my hopes, and all I had planned 
All swept away by the tanks in my land. 
  

One thing alone puts a smile on my face 
A far nicer stranger has come to this place; 
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea? 

And - best of all - someone who sees me as me. 
 

 
  

Where did Jesus go at the Ascension?-Canon Paul Hardingham 
 
In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are his feet! As we celebrate the event 
this month, it prompts the question ‘where did Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven 
and is at God’s right hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things about 
what Jesus is doing at the Father’s side. 

 
At Pentecost Peter said that Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear…“The Lord said to 
my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority and 
power at the heart of the universe.  By pouring out the gift of the Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives 

us a foretaste of the life of heaven ie eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision 
for our lives. 
 
When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to death by the Jewish authorities he 
points out, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). 
Our experience of heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and setbacks. 

However, Jesus is still on the throne! We are called to trust him daily.  
 
The Bible also tells us that  ‘Christ Jesus who died….is interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf Hebrews 
7:25). Even when we don’t know how to pray, we have the assurance that Jesus is already praying 
for us! He knows our needs even better than we do ourselves, so when we feel condemned or 

defeated in our Christian lives, we have somebody on our side! 
The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate presence of God, and both 

transcends and embraces our present experience. This 
truth lies at the heart of the up language used to 
describe the event. 

 
‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the One 
who is in heaven can be present simultaneously 
anywhere and everywhere on earth: the ascension 
therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, 
without people having to travel to a particular spot on 
the earth to find Him.’ (Tom Wright). 
 



 
 

There, but for the grace of God, go I – Ven John Barton 
 

This saying is attributed to John Bradford (1510-1555), who was one of the Protestant 

Reformers. When he saw criminals on their way to execution, Bradford would utter, “But for the 

grace of God, there goes John Bradford.” It was his way of acknowledging that he depended every 

day on the mercy of God, despite his sins, which he considered were on a par with those of rogues.  

Sadly, Bradford’s freedom was to last only a short time, for he was convicted as a heretic, 

incarcerated, and finally burned at the stake, during the reign of Queen Mary. Renowned for his 

prayer life and preaching, Bradford had continued to proclaim the Gospel in prison. One of his 

biographers wrote, “He lived a long life in a short space of time.” 

 

 
 

 
Christ’s Legacy- Ven John Barton 
 

There was no mourning when Christ’s resurrection appearances came to an end. After the final 
occasion we are told the disciples ‘worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy’. 

They had already experienced the onset of grief caused by His death, intensified because of the 
dreadful manner of it and the consequent crushing of their hopes. Then, with feelings combining 
bewilderment with elation, they were confronted by Christ alive and had to rethink everything they 

had understood until then about the certainty of death.   
 
They became convinced that the Crucifixion and Resurrection signposted a new beginning, not an 

ending, and that it gave fresh purpose to humanity, past, present and future. 
Why was Christ’s final departure met by joy rather than gloom? Here are some reasons, which we 

might think of as His legacies. 
 
First, He had said that He was going to prepare a place for His followers. It’s worth pondering John 

Chapter 14, to see why Jesus’ disciples were so confident after His Ascension. 
 

Second, He taught them His departure was, actually, for their benefit. Only in this way would the 
‘Advocate’ come. ‘Advocate’ is one translation of a word meaning ‘called alongside’ and is a 
description of the Holy Spirit’s work in and for humanity, then and now. 

 
Third, Christ continues to campaign for the human cause, though now out of sight. The writer of the 
letter to the Hebrews puts it bluntly: “He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to 

God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”  Paul writes something 
similar in his letter to the Romans. It means that Jesus prays for us nonstop, so when we pray it’s 

like treading on a moving walkway taking us in the right direction. 
 
Fourth, He came to show us what the unseen God is like. When one of His trainees asked, “Lord, 

show us the Father”, the reply was, “Have I been with you all this time and you still do not know 
Me? Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father”.  So, the more we contemplate Jesus, the closer 

we get to the unseen God. 
 
 



30th May: Josephine Butler, social reformer for women 

 
Josephine Butler is the ‘saint’ for anyone who believes in social justice.  This remarkable 19th century 
clergyman’s wife became a renowned campaigner for women’s rights and for putting a halt to 

human trafficking. 
 

Josephine was born in Northumberland in 1828, the daughter of a wealthy family of liberal politics 
and committed Christian faith. They had already been deeply involved in the abolition of slavery and 
the extension of the franchise.  Such notions of equality instilled into Josephine a passionate desire 

to combat social injustice. 
 

In 1852 Josephine married George Butler, the son of the Headmaster of Harrow, who shared her 
views. George was ordained in 1854 and they moved first to Oxford and then to Cheltenham. In 
1863 tragedy struck when their daughter Eva fell to her death. 

 
Josephine’s grief found expression a few years later, when in 1865 George had become Headmaster 
of Liverpool College, and the couple were settling in Liverpool. Josephine was horrified at the lives 

of destitute women in Liverpool, and so she founded a ‘home’ to care for them, as well as a hostel 
to train them for suitable work. In 1869 she agreed to head a campaign against the Contagious 

Diseases Act of 1866, and by 1871 she had addressed a Royal Commission, explaining how this Act 
brutalised these women, already trapped in the slavery of 
prostitution. She got the Act rescinded. 

By 1882, when George had become a Residentiary Canon of 
Winchester Cathedral, Josephine had not only founded a refuge 

for recovering prostitutes in Winchester, but she had also begun 
to fight sex trafficking across the world. This included freeing 
British girls from Belgian brothels.  By 1885 Josephine had 

exposed the white slave trade in London, and had got Parliament 
to increase the age of consent for girls from 13 to 16, and to 
penalise those engaged in the transport of women for profit.   

 
In 1890 George died, but Josephine continued her work until 

retirement to Northumberland, where she died in 1906.   
A 
ll in all, Josephine Butler’s deep Christian compassion transformed 

the lives of many tens of thousands of suffering women. She has 
been described as one of the most important early members of 

the feminist movement.  
 
 

Reflected Faith Series: The Meaning of Colours - part 1- Revd Dr Jo White 
 
In March, April and May this year the coloured frontal of the altar will have been changed many 

times – as will the colour of the priest’s vestments. 
Each colour – and there can be as many as six in a church’s store – has a different meaning. They 

reflect the significance of that day or the season. 
 
In March purple was used as a symbol of penitence, as we were in Lent and trying to prepare 

ourselves for Christ’s final act of love for each of us. 
 

Holy Week – the time of Christ’s final journey – was denoted by the colour red. Red, the colour of 
blood, is used for feasts of martyrs as well as those for the Holy Spirit – when it more likely 
represents his flames of ‘fire’ which rested on those in the Upper Room. 

 



Maundy Thursday, we switched to white for any Communion service, as this celebrates the 

remembrance of the first Communion with His apostles which He commanded us to continue. 
 
Good Friday, and we were back to red. 

 
Then on Easter Sunday, the day of the greatest Christian Celebration, we entered to an altar 

bedecked in gold or the ‘whitest’ with the most elaborate decoration the church possesses. 
 
‘Plain’ White will be used for the Easter Season signifying purity and Christ’s triumph over death 

until Ascension Day on 26th May. This, being a special and more significant day in the life, death and 
resurrection of Christ, goes to gold again: then immediately back to white for the next ten days. 

 
On the day of Pentecost itself, Whit Sunday, 5th June, the colour will be? Yes, you got it, red for 
flames of fire. 

 

 
 
 

New dog breeds 

 
With all the new crossbreeds appearing, would you fancy one of the following? 
Collie + Lhasa Apso = Collapso: a dog that folds up for easy transport  

Spitz + Chow Chow = Spitz-Chow: a dog that throws up a lot  

Pointer + Setter = Poinsetter:  a traditional Christmas pet  

Great Pyrenees + Dachshund = Pyradachs: a puzzling breed  

Pekingnese + Lhasa Apso = Peekasso: an abstract dog  

Labrador Retriever + Curly Coated Retriever = Lab Coat Retriever: the choice of research scientists  

Newfoundland + Basset Hound = Newfound Asset Hound: a dog for financial advisors  

Terrier + Bulldog = Terribull: a dog that makes awful mistakes  

Bloodhound + Labrador = Blabador: a dog that barks incessantly  

Malamute + Pointer = Moot Point: owned by...oh, well, it doesn't matter anyway  

Collie + Malamute = Commute: a dog that travels to work  

Deerhound + Terrier = Derriere: a dog that's true to the end 

 
 

 



 

Last Month on the 
Facebook Page 

 

26th March 2022 

The first epistle to the Corinthians is a beautiful piece of writing. The 

love jumps out the page. I was listening to a reading (1 Corinthians 

12:12-31) where Paul uses the human body as a metaphor to 

demonstrate that we are all equal in God’s eye. No part is greater than 

the other, but the metaphor goes further. It talks about how we all part 

of something bigger and we all need each other. The eye needs the ear 

because the eye cannot hear. Humans are tribal in nature. We tend to 

split into groups, and we gain part of our identity by being part of that 

group and we push away other groups because they are not our folks. 

We need to remember we are all part of Gods plan and see every other 

person regardless of the differences as our brother and sisters in God’s family. 

 

3rd April 2022 

Where are you looking for God? Job looks all directions and 

still cannot find him. Sometimes it seems the harder we try 

to seek God the more elusive God is.  Like that name on the 

tip of your tongue that you can’t quite remember. It’ so 

close you can taste it but at the same time so very far away. 

It is sometimes when we stop looking for something, that we 

start opening our mind to finding it. How many times has the 

answer to something come to you when you stopped 

thinking about it. You don’t have to seek God. Keep your 

mind and heart open and God will find you. 

 

10th April 2022 

Holy weeks starts on Palm Sunday. Jesus enters Jerusalem on 

a donkey. The crowds welcome him by waving palm branches 

and shouting Hosanna, which was an expression of praise and 

joy. This was Jesus fulfilling the prophesy in Zechariah 9:9 

which said the king would come riding on a donkey. 

 

 

 

 

 



17th April 2022 

On Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and Mary Mother of James, 

when to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body with spices. When they got 

there, they found the door open, and the body gone. This may 

seem like the end of the story, but it is not, it the beginning of a 

message of love and hope that endures to this day. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Message from Ken Tonge 
 
It doesn't take much to bring out the Grumpy Old Man these days. A 

single sentence in Grapevine. In an article on facts about Holy Oils. 
"What can be better than your favourite hand cream after time 

spent gardening?" 
 
Now, why would that make anyone grumpy? 

 
Ken would welcome comments please get in touch with him 

 
 
 
 
 

15th May: Matthias the Apostle, called by lots 
 
Have you ever happened to be in the right place at the right time, with certain qualifications, and 

suddenly realise that God is singling you out for a special task? If so, Matthias is a good patron saint 

for you!   

 

In Acts 1 (15 – 26) the apostles had a task to do: Judas had betrayed Jesus and died, and so a new 

apostle needed to be chosen. He had to have been a follower of Christ from the Baptism to the 

Ascension, and also a witness of the Resurrection in order to qualify.  In the event, the choice fell to 

one of two: Joseph Barsabas and Matthias.    

 

Lots were drawn, and Matthias was chosen. How confident he must have felt in his calling:  what 

encouragement that would be when the going got rough in later years!  Matthias is thought to have 

ministered in Cappadocia and even Ethiopia. His emblem is usually an axe or halberd, regarded as 

the instrument of his martyrdom. His supposed relics were translated from Jerusalem to Rome by 

the empress Helena.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The story behind ‘Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son’ 

 
Here is a hymn that is so well known and loved that it has simply burst the bounds of Easter, and 
gets sung regularly at other times of the year. It has two stories behind it.   

 
First, the music. The rousing music did not start out as a hymn, but instead was written by Handel 

for his opera ‘Judas Maccabeus’, first performed in 1746. Originally the words ran ‘See the 
conquering hero comes’, for Handel’s opera tells the story (found in the Apocrypha) of the leader of 
the Jews, Judas Maccabeus, who led an army against the Syrians and restored worship at the 

Temple. With its triumphant refrain after each verse, the music is easy to learn and sing, and can be 
(and has been!) played to great effect either by the trumpets, on an organ in a large resonant 

church, or even on guitars (!). 
 
Secondly, the words. They were not written until 1884, which was 138 years after the music.   We 

owe them to the Revd Raymond Budry, a Swiss pastor from Lausanne. Ordained in the Free 
Evangelical Church in Vaud, he spent 35 years as the pastor of Vevey on Lake Geneva.  Budry wrote 
the hymn in French (‘A Toi La Gloire!’) to console himself after the death of his first wife, and a year 

later (1885) it was published in Chants Evangeliques. Soon it found its way into English – translated 
by a Baptist minister from Kingston-upon-Thames, Richard Hoyle.   

 
It is not clear who first had the happy idea of teaming those words with that music, but when they 
did, the hymn really took off.  By 1904 it was being translated into other languages.    

The theme of ‘battle’ is never far from this hymn, whether it was the battle of Judas Maccabeus, or 
the battle over sin which was won by Christ on the cross and in rising from the tomb. Easter, of 

course, marked the biggest victory over the biggest enemies of all time:  sin and death. 
 
What would Handel make of it, if he could know that his battle music had become one of the 

world’s most popular and well-known Easter hymns?  He was a devout man, working for the poor, 
praying twice each day, and attending St Paul’s Cathedral. So, it seems pretty certain that he would 
be delighted. 

 

 
 

 

 
A meal to remember! Revd Michael Burgess on God in the Arts with a famous painting by Dirk 
Bouts. It is found in the church of St Peter in Louvain. 
 
When we gather with other Christians to celebrate the Eucharist and to make our communion, we 

are remembering that special meal Jesus shared with His disciples on the eve of His arrest and 

death. But do we always appreciate what we are doing? Sometimes the monotony of repetition and 

distractions will get in the way. We fail to recognise Christ’s gift at communion for what it truly is. 

In the 15th century the prosperous burghers of the Flemish town of Louvain commissioned the 

artist Dirk Bouts to paint a special altarpiece devoted to the Eucharist for the church of St Peter. 

Dirk Bouts, with his imagination, portrayed the Last Supper in a room looking out to his own town of 

Louvain. The faces of the servers in the room and the cooks looking through the hatch were 

modelled on the burghers who commissioned the work.  

 

Other faces are modelled on theologians at the new university who visited the artist. They wanted 

to ensure he kept his theological feet on the ground while his imagination took flight. And so around 



the scene of the Last Supper, Bouts has painted Old Testament scenes foreshadowing that holy 

communion: Melchizedek offering bread and wine in return for Abraham’s offering, the eating of the 

first Passover, the gathering of the manna in the wilderness, and Elijah wakened by the angel to eat 

and drink before setting out for Horeb. Signs of sacrifice, the Passover of the old covenant, daily 

food and food for the journey – all key aspects of the communion we celebrate and share in.  

Just as the theological faculty reminded Dirk Bouts of all these facets, so the artist is reminding us 

of the richness of the distinctive meal we have as Christians. When we see the bread and wine 

taken up and offered, we remember not only the Last Supper, when Jesus fed His disciples with the 

sacrifice of His life, but those occasions when God reached out to feed His people of old. We rejoice 

that the food our Lord gives us in the Eucharist feeds us now and enables us to make our journey 

through life to the eternal banquet offered in the heavenly kingdom. 

 

 

 
Date for your diary 

 
On Tuesday 21st June 2022 as part of Skateraw Fair Week we will be holding a Beetle Drive in 
Skateraw Hall, starting at 7.00pm. Tickets priced £7.00 for adults and £3.00 for children (including 

refreshments) are available from Sue Manson. Please come along and support this fun event 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Those memorable school reports…    
 

What did your teachers say about your progress at school?  The following were sent into the Daily 
Telegraph some years ago…. 
 
~ One of my French reports simply said:  ‘Sheila attended the lessons’. -  Sheila Blow, Surrey 
~ My housemaster wrote: ‘He has an overdeveloped 

unawareness.’ - Ian Jones, Wirral 
~ A friend’s son’s report said: ‘By the time he has mastered 

French, he will be too old to cross the Channel.’ – M Knaggs, 
Dorset 
~  My teacher observed: ‘The improvement in his handwriting 

has revealed his inability to spell.’ - Colin Sutherland, 
Switzerland 
~  My teacher was a realist: ‘I am sorry to have to tell you that 

he is doing his best.’ Stan Proctor, Surrey 
 

 
 



Last Word 

 
You can become a Christian in a moment, but not a mature Christian. Christ can enter, cleanse, and 

forgive you in a matter of seconds, but it will take much longer for your character to be transformed 

and moulded to His will. It takes only a few minutes for a bridegroom and bride to be married, but 

in the rough-and-tumble of their home it may take many years for two strong wills to be dovetailed 

into one. So, when we receive Christ, a moment of commitment will lead to a lifetime of 

adjustment.  - John Stott   

 
 
 

 
 

 
The Changing - by Daphne Kitching 
Reflections of Mary (Mark 16: v1-8) 

 
Our eyes seeing the same mountains, 

The gentle touching of our hands, 
Simply breathing the same air, 

Pleasures unrecognised till now, 
Gone…. 

In the changing. 
 

In the certainty of our grieving, 
You surprise us, Lord, 

You are not where we know that you should be. 
In the moving of the stone, Lord, 

You surprise us, 
In our sorrow, we don’t see Your victory. 

But you told us, Lord, 
Prepared us for the changing, 

In your grace, foretold the triumph of Your death. 
In the changing from despair to resurrection 

You surprise us and transform us 
By rebirth. 

 
Our opened eyes can see beyond the mountains, 

Now we’re held forever in Your arms, 
The air we breathe is Your life-giving Spirit, 

Gloriously given……. 
In the changing. 

 
 

Revd Mary Jepp Tel: 01569 762917 

 

George Masson Tel: 01569 73928 



R O T A                       2 0 2 2 
 

Date: CELEBRANT/ 
Pastoral Assistant/ 

Address 

Readers/ 
Intercessions: 

Readings: Sidesperson 
 

FLOWERS 
(cleaning) 
Teas 

01/05/22 
3RD SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

ARMA ISLES 
Sheila Usher 

 
 
Address:  Arma Isles 

John Usher 
Katy Gill 
Steven Coull 
 
Ken Tonge 

 

ACTS 9:  1-20 
REVELATION 5:  11-14 
JOHN 21:  1-19 

Sue Selway Sue Manson 
 
Rhoda/Carl 

08/05/22 
4th SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

REV MARY JEPP 
Steven Coull 
 
 
Address:  Rev Mary Jepp 
 
 

Steven Coull 
Sheila Usher 
Ken Tonge 
 
Sue Selway 
 

ACTS 9: 36-43 
REVELATION 7:  9-17 
JOHN 21:  1-19 
 

Irene Butler Muriel Hargreaves 
 
Sylvia/David 
 

15/05/22 
5TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 
 

STEVEN COULL 
Sheila Usher 
 
 
Address:  Steven Coull 
 

Dee Foulds 
John Usher 
Michael Price 
 
Muriel Hargreaves 

ACTS 11:  1-18 
REVELATION 21:  1-6 
JOHN 13:  31-35 

Sue Selway Sheila Usher 
Muriel/Eric 

22/05/22 
6TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

REV MARY JEPP 
Irene Butler 

 
 
Address:  Rev Mary Jepp 

Steven Coull 
Katy Gill 
Sue Selway 
 
Dee Foulds 
 

ACTS 16:  9-15 
REVELATION 21:  10,22-22.5 
JOHN 14:  23-29 

Steven Coull Rhona Vassilikos 
Katy/Russ 

29/05/22 
7TH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 
10.00am 

PRIMUS BISHOP MARK 
STRANGE 
 
 
Address: Primus  
Bishop Mark Strange 
 

Joint Service with  
St James,  
Stonehaven 

ACTS 16:  16-34 
REVELATION 22:  12-14, 16-17,  
20-21 
JOHN 17:  20-26 
 

 Sue Manson 
 

05/06/22 
DAY OF 
PENTECOST 

REVD MARY JEPP 
Sheila Ushe 

 
 
Address: Revd Mary Jepp 
 

John Usher 
Carol Masson 
George Masson 
 
Sheila Usher 

ACTS 2: 1-21 
ROMANS 8:  14-17 
JOHN 14:  8-17 
 

Irene Butler Muriel Hargreaves 
Carol/George 

 

 

 


